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There are in the chriſtian religion two 4 
grand eſſential points, with which it highly 
becomes everyone who profeſſes to embrace : 

and eſpouſe that religion, to be well ac- 
quainted. T he points intended are Fuſtifi-\ (| 
cation and Sanctiſication, between which there 

| * 25 is certainly as cloſe and indiſſoluble an union, 5 
as between a cauſe and its effeQs, —They | 
are ſo indiſpenfibly neceſſary to ſalvation, : 
that inevitable perdition muſt aſſuredly; be 
the lot of ſuch as are not the ſubjects of 

| 4. | "them. ce That all have .finned: and come 
1 Th © ſhort. of the glory. of God, and that, 
aby the deeds of the law there ſhall no'fleſh 
1 oc living. be juſtified, 2 are truths of infallible 4 

_.. certainty. God's holy righteous law requires 

an exact unfailing conformity to all its com- 

2 % and denounces a terrible curſe on 

every tranſgreſſor. of the ſame. How. chen | 
mall ſinful man appear before the 1 | 
of God ? How can he eſcape: condemnation 
al arid puniſhment ? On the footing of human 
1 worthineſs and merit he is utterly — 
3 of doing either the one or the other. _ 
to be convinced of this is no ſmall mercy 3 5 
"| eſpecially, if. the conviction excites earneſtly 


40 . as the devout, Rd did, Enter: , 
e, R not ‚ 


nd 


88 


this is evident from the tenor of God's 
word, and the nature of things. But ince 4 * 
man is deſtitute of ſuch a righteouſneſs, . F 1 


jeſus, by paying a complete obedience 1 to 4 
the divine law „ and ſuſtaining its curſe in 


righteouſneſs. for. them, which on their be. 
lieving in him, he graciouſly” imputes*to - 


coinpiktely jaſtiſied. * Aſk * 4 true believer, 


don of his Kas! and acceptance 


righteouſneſs of. Chriſt alone. Tho! he lives 6 
in the-exerciſe of penitence, faith, Eee, : 0 


piety, &e. yet all are utterly diſclaimed and | 2 g 


fered to arrogate' the ſmalleſt ſhare of that 
honor, to which only the conſummate righ- 5 2 
teouſneſs of the Lord Jeſusis entitled. He is gs 
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be juſtified ??. Without an abſolutely | 


perfect righteouſneſs none can be Ny 


where is it to be found, and'i in what manner 
is he to become poſſeſſed of it? Ihe Lord. 
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them, and for the ſake of which they are 5 i 


on what he. fixes his dependence for the pat= 5 5 


His anſwer will be, on the deset 
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: fo hed by the bleſſed Emmanuel; and that al 
| ho are juſtified, te are juſtified freely by his 4 
s grace.” A total ſelf-renunciation is an ef 
fect which omnipotent grace alone can pro- 
duce. Men are very flow in learning, and 


Ver reluctant in admitting the truth as it 
zs in Jeſus. If they are made ſenſible of the 


FR. 


Inſufficiency of their own obedience to iuſ- N 
tify and ſave them, they are prone to rely on 
ſomething wrought i in them, on their ſuppo- 
ſed converſion, or on ſomes change which" 
WS "they have experienced. Many who are ad- 
FPocates for the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith, do nevertheleſs diſcover a ſelf- righte- 

ous bias by attributing a certain degree off 

1 inſtrumentality or agency in this buſineſs to 
ttzäheir believing. But by carefully ad vert- 
1 ing to the Scriptures, it will appear that it is 
not the alt, but the object of faith by which 
any of the human race is juſtified. To be 
Fele by faith, and to be juſtified by-the - 
blood of Chrift, are ſynonimous expreſſiom 


1 4. 5 _ convertible terms, with St. Paul, Rom. 5. | 
If any thing whatever beſides the bare work. 


e Chrif is depended upon for ſalvation, | 
1 5 the grace of God is not known in truth, and 
1 while this i is. the caly.v no ren Aten 
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rad from Chriſt. His inſini recious 
a merits alone muſt be the ground of a Hnners 
= WH reliance, or otherwiſe. he will profit; him 
= WH nothing: - Let every one then, look well. „ 
(che foundation, on which he builds his Ster- 
6 nal hopes. Chriſt is the true and ſafe pas 

of truſt for future happineſs, but every other EL 

kind of confidence i is, as to its nature and 5 
| tendency, fallacious and deſtructive. And it 
is this faith in, the Redeemer. for ſalvation , 
ſolely by his merits, which is the principle 
15 of all acceptable Obedience. It zis chrougn 
y I faith that the heart; of man is purified-. 
And it is through faith, or a belief of the. 
f WM truth as exhibited. in the goſpel, that aß 
o one is ſanctified. Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples, 77 
„Now ye are clean thro” the word which 
is © © I have ſpoken unto yu. Accordingly 
h be thus prays to his Father on their behalf, 
e © © Santtify. them thro” the truth” adding, 
be Ml. © Thy: word i is truth,” — While a man is 
3 M. unacquainted with and diſbelieves the: fl. 
— U damental truths of the goſpel,. however de- 
kk ent his character, and moral his condut 
„may be, he is doubtleſs unſanctified- His 
id 
be 
ed 


heart maſt be replete; with falſe and errone- 
oncern e and che. N 
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0 | which a [Hier thy bi bene ret on 
5 ciled to, and at peace with him. 10 ſuc 
A @ fate heris utterly unfit to perfor m ab 
feier pleaſing and acceptable to Cod, a1 
Es; conſequently cannot be an Object of ais d. 
light and approbation. On the hig el 
+ thority we are aſſured, that © without faith 
4 is impoſſible to pleaſe: God.“ It is on 
faith in Chriſt's atonement for the remiſſia 
of ſins, that the conſcience is purged fron t 
dead works to ſerve the living God. Whil 
*A perſon: i is under the power and prevalen 
of unbelief, he is indiſputably unholy an 
unſañctifedʒ and. therefore unfit to entet in 
to the kingdom of heaven. He is really del. 
WS titute of that holineſs, withvur 'whick ad 
man ſhall fee the Lord,“ Henes teaty 
1 I * what vaſt magnitude and inpornce the 
1 es of Juſtification and Sanctificatibi 
PR 8 are. By the former we are entitled 70 lot 
8852 755 the latter we are made meet for the ſaiſe 
8 The grand intereſting queſtian to] be e 
3 n is; ark yu a real Chriſtiang a a true 
1 beoliever d Is the finiſled work of the * 
3 „ deemen excluſi ve of every other, conte 
ration, your truſt and hope toware s- Gods 
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PREFACE. Tm 
precious to your ſouls ; and will you, ad- 
mit nothing to rival him in the important 
concern of ſalvation? If this is aStually the 
caſe with you, I may venture to pronounce 
pretty peremptorily concerniti g the e 
and ſafety of your ſtate, tho, on account of - 
Wremaining depravity, you may at times Write 2 
bitter things againſt y our el ves, and be un- 88 : b 
der no ſmall appr. ben kon of periſſiing ever - 5 - 
Mlaſtingly. Only cleave to the L ord. 0. n 8 5 : p 
viour with full purpoſe of heart, and make Be 
im the ſole object of your dependence for 75 
ternal life and happineſs, and as certain as. 
Cod is true, you ſhall never be confounded: 
But if you. are either a ſelf-righteous P — 
riſe, or a careleſs unconcerned. bnner, nr. 
ng without God in the world, or in a ſtate 
f open hoſtility againſt him and his holy” 
laws, you are infallibly out of the way of 
ace and falvation, and dyingin this ſtate, NM 
you cannot eſcape the damnation of hell. 8 BN. 5 0 4 
onſider, I, rjiouſly conſider, your alarming e = a] 
tuation aud dangerous condition, and ear- e 
ieſtly beſeech God to deliver and ſave you. ' 4 
See your periſbing need of Chriſt aa 
Saviour from guilt and Wra th fly to him 
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r. rom this pallags; thus explai M4 d uw q 
may now make ſome uſeful reflections. And 
in the firſt. place, we ſee here, Shady cons 
troverſy, that the children of God are not ſ 
renewed in this world, as to have no nt. 
mainder of ſin in them, or, in other word 
to be. ſet free from the. ſtrivings of corrupt 
nature; on the contrary, that its workings, 


from a perfect conformity to the law of God 
and in many caſes actually. involve us (the 
beſt of us) in guilt. So ſaith another e 
dle, eee things we offend all.” Am [1 
a third, If we lux that we have no fin. we; 
deceive ourſelves: Ye IN 
There is a filthineſs of IR Acſhs; nnd Bi 
filthineſs of the ſpirit, the one or the other, ; 
or both of which, are intimately mixing in 
all we do, ſpoiling more or leſs the purity of: 
our deſigns and intentions, and the religious] 
_- Amplicity of our ends and aims. What can 
poſſibly be ſtronger than the expreſſions we 
have been hearing from the mouth of the 
apoſtle; J am carnal, ſold under ſin; the 
good that I would, I do not, but the evil 
which I would not, that 1 4s b Or what 
more explicit than the cauſe he aligns for 
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all this] 5 c Sin that dwelleth in me 70. an d 
how expreſsly alſo doth le 


curſed principle, Riling this-ſelf-ſame iin 
dwelling in him, to be in other words, tnge 
ich delleth no govt: ding * DEL 


fleſh, in W. 
wherefore Wi 


> mays 08 bs 


/ Secondly, Hence 1 (ana; a PE POO 
dluſion it is of infinite moment to every one 
1at whoſoever doth not find theſe 
impure mixtures of droſs in his fſoul and 
learn of ne 
ſpirituality of God's law, and of the cor- 
F an ö conſequents . 
whole of it,” ſtil} to begin. "And. this was... ll 
the very caſe of the Phariſees. + Chriſt de- 
ſeribing one of them in this very character 1 
to repreſent all the reſt, and in them all f 
their ſtamp to this day. Wherefore we take 
up the words of St. Paul in this paſſage „ -- 
have been conſidering. Do you not under-: 
tand, have you no degree of experience: of 
the truth of what he is here ſpeaking ?.* the 
law is ſpiritual—but Iam carnal, fold under 
ſin — for that which I do, 1 allo w not for 
what I would, that Ido not, but what ; | 


hate that Ido. U ein thefleſh ard 1 


of us), t 


ſervices, hath, as yet, all to 


ruption of his own tiatu ure ; at 
y hath all the work of true re 


- deſcribe this ac. 
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uf ſenſi 
5 of this ? “ For to will is preſent with mes 
but how to perform that which is. good 
find not—for the good that. 1 would;; 1 
Zr not, but the evil which-I would not, that. Þ 
- do.” Do you not find, I ſay, by your 
| heart xpericucs, wha theſe expreſſions 
mean? There are no words:in. the whalg 
of the ſcriptures more plain.and intelli zi 
to every regenerate ſoul ; yet you * 
| loſs, it may men enter at all im tbe s 
ing of them? Therefore, if this be 
to, you certainly k know 2 cer 
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95 no good thing.” [0 Have you no 3 a 


— 


. 
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neceſſity begin by preg a gens arch 
into both the one and the other. But per⸗ 
1 : lere you will ſay, you have a juſt ſonia 
E140 ee deep expreſſions, and do enter fully 
| |  "Wogkam: Wherdiaye e e on 


* : 5 nay, and. can > talk ever xg well of its varig | 
E prove: you to have. grace 3 in your h rea arts, and 
: - to ba'a;/tegemerate aul. Laer ue _ | 
theo oft en ich os in the ws 8 ext 
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ay be no change wrought in the heart: 
N o, none whatſoever, either in the will or 
fections. Wherefore eonſider earneſtly,” 
hat while the apoſtle deſcribes here a re- 
generate perſon as having much ſin and 
orruption, and that but too apt to gain ad- 


that he deſcribes a regenerate perſon thus, 
does at the ſame time ſet him out as 
Going a will to all good, as hating all evil, 
as delighting (pray obſerve the expreſſions) | 
in the- law of God in the inner man, as 
warring againſt the law of ſin in his mem- 
bers, and as groaning under it as the heavieſt 
nd moſt intolerable of all his burdens. - 
No there are thouſands who have much 
light and knowledge, who yet cannot ſay . 
one of thefe things; not a word of all this: 
no, not with the higheſt meaſure of light 
in their underftanding, or moſt reproving . 
pangs of guilt in their natural conſcience. | 
All this may be, and yet ſuch not be able to 


have daily a will to all goodneſs in direct 


oppotition to their caſe, | their loth,” their 
3 920 | | | 5 e pride, 
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| anding, and that ray beget A rake; flie in TH 
the conſcience, when, nevertheleſs, there 5 | 


vantage over him; I ſay, at the ſame time 5 


ſay, with. any pretence of truth, that they 
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2-8 their worldlineſs, 4 or chat t ey { 
hate evil as to labour daily to keep the 
heart with all diligence, not admitting vai 
- thoughts, 6r fooliſh imaginations fo much a 
to lodge there; or that they delight in th 
law of God in the inner man, fo as daily 
chooſe and prefer to think of it, reading iq 
it, hide it in their heart, and practice it. O 
again, that they penitently groan, and tha 
daily under the weight of the body of fin, 

| There are, doubtleſs, many now hearin 
me who will underſtand this doctrine a 
e to godlineſs, but who yet alſo 15 
that, but follow them home to their houſe 
and the courſe of their lives is a daily con 
tradiction to it. W herefore this matter de 
maands the moſt ſerious notice. For Whel 

| people have heard a great deal 2 | 
the goſpel is faithfully preached. they wi 

hear) of the ſpirituality of God's law, and 

the corruption of their own nature, and ar 

grown up to ſome degree of acquaintan 

with theſe things, they may fill. be apt 1 , 

reſt ſhort of any truly regenerating change 
notwithſtanding: and eſpecially this may! te 
„apt to de the caſe, if what hath been ſaid 
4 1 8885 t the lay and __ ana hath " od; ; 
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THE REFINER. - 
ſome awakenings of conſcience, and- theſe 
awakenings ſome outward profeſſion and re- 
formation. Wherefore we are not to reſt, if 
we would not miſerably. delude ourſelves, of _ -* 
be deluded, till.we have made full proof of - | 
a genuine, real, true inward change. And 
if you aſk, how ſhall we know.or do hint 
Then the anſwer to this queſtion is the 

Fourth uſe we are ta make of this We PA 3 
for by it we may certainly prove ourſelves 
whether we are in the faith or not. In order 
to which, obſerve carefully that here is truly. 
and juſtly repreſented the 'aQual ſtruggle 
between grace and nature, which there is in 
every regenerate ſoul. Is. relating which 
conflict, two contrary principles are brought 
before you, as both dwelling in the ſame 
perſon ; which the apoſtle expreſſes by two 
ſelves, his natural ſelf and his renewed ſelf, | 
as two natures or ſpirits of different charac- _ 
ters dwelling in the tabernacle of his body. 

No concerning his renewed ſelf, he ſays, 
that habitually and determinately he conſen- 
ted to the law or will of God, that it was a- 
boveall things good to be deſired, honoured, 
loved, and followed; that conſequently he 
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; Soong and preferring (as the 0141 in vit 


his mind, and conſequently diſallowed and 
hated whatſoever was contrary to it ; yet; 


filthy in fleſh and ſpirit ; nay actually“ ſold 


diction here? It muſt be ſo ; how can it pol: 
fibly be otherwiſe while two ſuch different 


very thing here deſcribed; a perſon in whom 


—_ and the _ againſt the fleſh. e 


EF 
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delighting muſt imply) to think of it, ſtudy 
in it, practice it, and do it: Nay farther, 
that he actually ſerved it with the bent of 


as concerning his natural ſelf, he confelſes 
that at the very ſame time he was carnal," 


under fin,” in actual bondage, that is, 2 
a ſlave is to a cruel maſter ; that in conſe. 
quence of this he was ſometimes, and that 
unavoidably brought into captivity by thi 
law of his members; and ſo, in that reſpet; 
might properly enough be ſaid to ſerve with 
his © fleſh: the law of fin.” “. 24 

Now I beſeech you, is there any contra: 


principles, as grace and ſin dwell together, 
The truth indeed is, and a remark it is worth 
the notice : When we talk of a chriſtian, we 
are wont to conceive a perfect character; 
when we talk with him, we find him the 


an 
h 


evidently the «fleſh luſteth againſt the 


The 


am perfect, but whether I am regenerate 2 
ring againſt that corruption, and in the- ge- 


the (good that I would, I do not.” And 


u rance of many thouſand ſouls into ruin. 
Do you really find that you would do, wi tn 
cl your ſoul (heart) the * good you do "5 


ot ?” And To again, would not do the 
evil you do?” It is a hard thing to have 
o much as a will to do this; nothing but 


nd in that juſt caſe I may anf 
hat you alſo, with the apoſtle, 
nto the law that it is good, as above 
xplained, © that you truly delight in it 
n the inner man, and that you actually 


C 2 as 


neral courſe overcoming it? You will ſay, 
perhaps, how ſhall I know that? 1 find that 
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The queſtion i 1s 2 therefore, whether I 


and lo not whether I have no corruption in 
me, but whether 1 have grace in me, war- 


again, «that the evil I would not I too often, 
lo,” and this it is makes me to doubt. But 
Jo you really find this? Here lies the en- 


grace can give it you: but if indeed you do 
ind it, then it is plain (for of yourſelyes you 
annot have it) God hath given you the will; 

r for you, 
« conſent 


ſerve it with your whole mind.” And be- 
yond theſe nn,, rightly underſtood 


- 
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as reaching. to the whole man, 166754 foul 
and ſpirit, T know of none more eminently! 
deſcriptive of a ne ſtate i in the whole 
| book of God. ee Tet 
Wherefore you wha eſpecially fone Go 
; take this paſſage into cloſeſt conſideration. 
Have you abidingly and daily \ the complaint 
of the regenerate 1 man here deſcribed ? This 
is no bad token. But can you adopt too, 
without partiatity and without hypoerily,] 
his daily diſpoſition and conduct? then it is 
manifeſt (for this your daily conduct proves 
5 it) that you can be no miſtaken hypocrite. : 
An this happy caſe then, ſo it be indeed 
your caſe, be not terrified in the views 
of your corruptions, as if they would 
either finally condemn or enſlave you; be 
faithful, and they cannot; be faithful, : nd$ 
they ſhall not do either the one or the othef; 


continue only manfully to fight with them þ 
in the armour and in the ſtrength of God, G 
and you ſhall receive the cleanſing operati- 


ons of the exalted great Head of the church, 
to refine and purify your droſs. He, I fay,! 15 
the Lord whom you delight in ſhall daily} 
give you the victory, and ſhall daily ad- * 


| vance you in n and purity ; ; till the ta» 5 
| EO bernacſe 


THE REFINER 2 


been of your body being diſſolved, he 
ſhall indeed perfect you in his image, and 
exalt you to his heavenly kingdom, there to 
offer him © an ee in een 58 
Amen. ib $46 any: Foe 4 7 
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F And behold, hene came a . and Wor- 


ſhipped him, ſaying, Lord, if thou wilt, 


thou canſt make me clean,” Matt. viii. 2. . 


.* 13 


HAT the vile: heart and nature of 
1 man is de filed by ſin 3 that there are 
impure mixtures of droſs and filthineſs both 
of fleſh. and-ſpirit,- even in God's people, 
though renewed by grace; are truths ſo a- 
bundantly evident from. the word of God, 
and (as lately) have been ſo often inſiſted on, 


that IL need not now delay time in proof or 
obſervation upon either. What I mainly 5 
intend at this time, is, to exhibit to-your - 


faith the Lord Jeſus, as anointed, ſet apart, 


and appointed, to cleanſe, refine, and purify 


his people-from theſe. their various ann! | 
&filements, In paged We may, ee. 
: h Faſt, | 


. 1 4 


Ang it to ſpiritual health, holineſs and n 
ty: in continually purging away tha ben 


* 
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Firſt, Inquire what we are to underſ We | 
{% Spiritual - Cleanſing in general, „ Lo 
if thou' Into thou” canſt Enie me e den 
Whence, 474 e rr F 

Secondly; It will appear, that it wil 
peculiar office of Chriſt thus to cleanſe. ah nf 
purify his people NAA hatt. 

+ Thirdly, He is perlecty qualified for: 1 
work. | And, 7 = 
Firſt, In a ſcriptural ſenſe, "hint are, 1 
to underſtand by Cleanſing Clean 1 
as it referred to the leper in the text, 
all anderſtand : it implied a reſtoring | his fi 
thy and loathſome body to health and ſoun 
neſs. Now, therefore, the purification bs 
foul muſt, in like manner, conſiſt i in reltoi 


and earthly filth and drofs which bene N 
herentiy to it, till at length, by repeated 
ſays, it be evidently brought out, OY on 
1 to recover its original purit.. 
Obferve, therefore diligently, that 
means of the fall, the foul of every man 
nature, is turned to the baſeſt and moſt di in 
4 {honourable uſes; having no nne 
un. or * in it. | 86 is the teſtin 
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ff God: In man- flef * Faith St. Paul, 
peaking by the ſpirit of God, % dwelleth 
o good thing. But the whole man, adds 


other ſcripture, « lieth dead in treſſpaſſes = 


o 


7 
* 


and fins.” And though, in regeneration or 5 


effectual calling, there be ſpiritual life put 


nto the foul ; namely, a real, powerful, and 

vital principle of holineſs, yet it dwells ſtil! 
ith a corrupted nature; and conſequently | 

ll the actings of the ſoul have a mixture = 


that corrupt principle in then 


This ſinful nature ſtill remains, 1 fax? and : 
hath ſtill an abiding influence, mixing itſelf 


always in every thought, word,' and work; 


and through. our want of- continual watch- 


fulneſs, and the exerciſing the grace that is 
in us, taking the reins often, and in too many 


inſtances; leading us to iſſues falſe, baſe, and 
finful : So that the very beſt of men have 
cauſe to ſet. their ſeal to the truth of David's 1 
acknowledgement. « Behold, I was ſhapen 
in rien and in ſin did my mother con- 
ceive me. And again; tothe words of St. 
Paul, „ The good that T would, 1 do not. 
in that purity, that i is, and perfeRion which 
ought and wiſh : and too often, v the evil | 


g that . wan not, that 1 do. 5 


* 
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N . therefore, the work of { 
cleanſing or purification, is the fi US 
purging away this bad mixture of cou 
nature, leſſening, by various 1 
malignant principle; ; and. ſo, in ps 
terms, © putting off. (gradually) the 0 d be 
and. crucifzing the. fleſh, with the afl ion 
and luſts. But then, it ſhould: be. carefull 
noted, the manner in which this i is ee ] 
in every regenerate ſoul, is by. quie , 
ſtrengthening, and exalting the. W i 
grace, which. acts: on the. contrary. Ei 00 
nature and grace are two oppoſites, conti 
nually and daily at war z and whatſ ever i 
gained by one, the other infallibly loſes] 
they are in this reſpec̃t like day and nighi 
they cannot ſubſiſt together, but the 8 
ever and invariably . puts Lat abe obe n 
| Grace i in the heart. is in this very mange 
we know in the ſcriptures; compared to i 
light: to the light, I ſay, breaking in. * 
the morning, and franing more. and n 
into the ren ct day, But till 1 
to that, darkneſs, hath. yet ſome influences 
for it is only perfect day that puts out dark) 
neſs. At firſt we know. there i is a little-ppens' 
gs dawn in the calt ; bibs enlighteningigra® 

g _ Kowuy 
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jewing itſelf. firſt after the etenge of rege | 
eration, amidſt a multitude of dark cor- 

ptions: by degrees the morning light in- 

reaſes, and darkneſs ſeems flying away into 
e weſt; juſt as gradually true grace . 
ances, and corruptions are, by its power, 
ay by day ſubduing. And this particularly 
; the ſtate of the regenerate - man here 
pon earth. But at length the ſun gets up 
> the midſt of heaven, and no darkneſs any 
here remains in the ſky. And this is the 
ate of the believer's glory, when © this 
Yrruptible ſhall have put on - incorruptive, - 
nd all corruption ſhall be done away.” 


ay yet ſerve to illuſtrate, in a meaſure, the 
atter before us; both ſettingout the two ex- 
ms the dark night of a natural ſtate - 
T a the perfect day of a ſtate of glory—and 
amewhat alfo, at the fame time, explaining 
ow and in what manner the riſing and ad- 
ance of true grace in the ſoul, ſubdues and 
verpowers corruption, , till fin ally the whole: 
ul be perfected after the i image of God. 
We ſee, thereſore, what is meant by Spi⸗ 5 
itual Cleanſing or Purification. It is the 
* ee 25 the e from 8 ſpiritual” 
WM ; 


Now this compariſon, imperfect as it 12, = | 
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death; the aoni6cation: of nature. by the 
growth of grace, till grace be made perfe& 
and ſin done away. This, indeed, Wilk nag 
be, as we have intimated, till the bo 7 
laid in the grave, and the ſoul is admitte; 
to the immediate viſion of God: but, x neven 
| theleſs, in. every true believer, it 
carrying g forward in this life, and alas be 
daily more forward, but for that lamentable 
ſloth and negleQ which marks, alas, the path 
too plainly, of every chriſtian's walk. Vet, 
Secondly, Hence it plainly appears, that 
it peculiarly is the office of Chrilt thus 
cleanſe and purify his people. So he 18 f 
preſented by the prophet, as one that. is to 
fit over his people as the refiner doth ov 
- his metals. Who examines them with ay 
_ gence, diſcerns the i impure mixtures in them. 
determines the moſt- effectual mathe 5 
cleanſing them, addreſſes himſelf to the work 
puts them into the furnace, and with care 1 
continues his operations, till, in the lan- 
guage of the prophet, he hath purely pu 1rg- 
ed away their droſs.“ So is he ſpoken' of || 
by the > apoſtle, i in the epiſtle he writes to the ts 
Epheſians, Chriſt loved tlie church, and 8. 
e ay for it, that he e en 

/ Aud 
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ind cleanſe it with the waſhing af water- by 3 
he word, that he might preſent it to him- 
elf a glorious church, not having ſpot, or 
rrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; but that it 
hould be holy and without blemiſh.” And 
o again, in Cor. i. © waiting for the coming 
ff our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhall confirm , - 
ou unto the end, that ye may be blameleſs _ 

n the day of our Lord Jefus Chriſt.” „And. 
ſo in the benediction of St. Jude: « Unto 

im that is able to keep you from falling, 
nd to preſent you faultleſs before the , 
ence of his glory with e 0 e 
1m be glory, &c. LAN ee 1 
My reaſon for giving this 10 pronligy a 
onſideration is, that they who are muh 
urdened under a ſenſe of the ſtrivings & 
heir corruption may take encouragement 
n the reflection, that ſo long as they hum- 
ly ſeck and ſubmit | to, ſerve and obey him 
tis the very. office of Chriſt to fanctify and 
leanſe their ſinful hearts. What ſaith his 
nfallible word? . c He that: lene us, and 2 
aſhed us from our fins i in his blood,“ now 
its over us in heaven, to ay andrefine us 
5 gold and ſil ver is refined. And will hae 
, rget, "will he — off his people for whom 7/11 
ws | | he 


5 . ne W e himſelf ee that he mig | 
7 deem us from all IRS 25 his was 
very end and elena e DU , 
: himſelf. a 11 1 p x 
3 » It 1 is 
f | unds Y 


5 in your Rad. youis are, 2 you, 2 
re, exceedingly ſelfiſh; the world 
kn; bath gotten an undue influence; 
55 2 the fleſh too, you daily perceive, is 8 * 
=. and a mighty adverſary: and on all i 
5 accounts you groan, being: burden: 

Well, but look back, you whoſe: 


i is; What were you in former days AD dq 1 
PL corruption then carry all before it ?-Didi n 


3 books floth, ſecurity, pride, ſelfiſhneſs, 
EX | felf-indulgence, one or another oſ th 


1 dheir confequences, ll up conſtantly; n 

HERS and thoughts ? 85 Had divine, ſpank n 

5 7205 heavenly things: then at heart; any wel e 
Rt So with you? No, vou know, that |you # 
 _ - then in your natural ſtate, even dead in ne 
# paoaſſes and ſins. And did you hey u. 
| ; '*%, complain of corruption? was it hy tall 
i | heavieſt; grief that you was far from Gi rol 
| Ney, 5 ; 1 pray then conſider, wh af 
þ TY WE 0 8 | _ ws 8 rc 1 


TEES" s out ee own 
arm that helped you? or was it 1 for . 

good in you that this Lord hath deen thus 7 *. 
gracious to you 7 May yon not then fay in i} 
he language of the pr phet, « Who hath - 
on me theſe % And muſt you. not an- 
wer to yourſelf: It is the L ord, it is he who 
ith wrought theſe works in me? And when 
on thus anſwer, how can'you help _— 

ng to yourſelf : : He that hath begun a 
ood work in me, he is faithful, he will Per- : 
um, complete, and perfect it unto _ 
ay.” And that the rather, When, 755 = 
Thirdly, You conſider -alfo, the "FE is. 
perfectly qualified for tkis office. N ow t I . 
alben lies in the following points or 
articulars : [4 His Skill, his Power, and his - N 
are. None of theſe muſt be wanting in 1 | 
rder to fit him for this great work. A ö 
ner of metals muſt have Skill. He mult , x. 5 
e acquainted with the quality of his metal, 


— 


he nature of the mixtures contained in it, 
nd the method of their. ſeparation, ' He 
ſt have Power. Some principle which 
ill forcibly diſunite the metal from the 
roſs, enter into and paſs through the whole-s 
wh,” break i in pieces the union, and + 517 el 


4 we 
— — 7 
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out the metal i in a ſeparate ate. | 404 in 
the whole proceſs, he muſt be diligent, care. 
fully attending to his operation, and taking 
good heed. not to do any material injury to 
tthe metal, when bis ſingle aim is, to conſume, 
the droſs only. 


tying the hearts of his people; for he ls, and 
we, as chriſtians, acknowledge him to be 


. he can want no qualification for this work. 


be muſt neceſſarily have; for in him, it 18 
expreſsly declared, * are hid all the treaſures 


_ ſefles theſe infigite treaſures, he muſt. then 

0 neceſſarily know much better than, we. do 
the plague of our hearts, what i it is, the ſub. 
tilties of our corruptions, the ſtrong-holch 

on which ſin leans, t the devices of ſatan, and 
every other enemy. He muſt an 
ſay, know this, together with the moſt ef- 


and ſtrengthening grace, diſappointing. the: 
deſires of our ſpiritual enemies, and making 
. every thing work for his people's good and 
| 1 Take notice of that Me ©; 
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Now. therefore, 1 ſay poſi- | b 
tively, that Chriſt i is thus qualified for puri- 


« God manifeſt in the fleſh,;” and therefore, 


:As ſuch, I ſay, he bath Skill for it. This 


of wiſdom and knowledge. But. if he poſ. 


3 


* 


fectual method of mortifying corrup 


— 2 * 
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that they are always in that very condition — 
which is exactly fitteſt and heſt for them - 


All inte work x elbe 1 0 ME to Ger 

that love God. Now how is that? Why. 

Chriſt who is their Head, 'knows How to 
make his advantage (ſo to ſpeak)” of everx 
thing for them; and ſo all things, without 

any exception, muſt, ip fallibly erf work 

for their good. There is ws any circum- A | 


. tance but he lo directs and orders it, as to 


make it influentially'good to them, either by 
the mortifying of ſome ſin, or the quickening 
and exerciſing of ſome grace; nay, and by 
his all-wiſe providence, the Lord doth ſo ſuit 
the circumſtances. to. the Rate of his people, 


N ow, therefore, if this be true, and We 


really defire that our Lord may be faithful 


and Juſt to cleanſe us from all unric ghteouf- rech 


neſs, ſhall we dire& infinite wildem to What 
are the beſt methods of effecting it? If not, 
why are we diſpleaſed and diſſatisfied at the 


methods he Pleaſes to uſe with us? St. 4 
Paul could fay in a view: of his manifold — 


troubles, hs Though our outward man periſh, 5 5 ol 
yet the inward man is renewed day by day,” |} -1 
The weakening of the one he found to de 1-24 
| the Arengthening of the other; and there= \ 51 


5 3 1 fore 


+: 
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fore he adds this as the reaſon why etal 4 
ed not under ſo many and great tribulations; 
For our light affliction, ſaith he, which i 
but for a moment, worketh for usa far! more 
| | exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
It would be a ſovereign ſupport under the 
Changes and chances of this life, cculd we 
look on them always in this views © © 4 
Ho can that ſoul be ee or dit 
comfited in any caſe, which ſees that, in in 
every caſe, all is miniſtered to it for its ad- 
vancement in holineſs, and greater 'fltneſs 
"Tor glory ? No; when a ſoul, it is cada 
ſed, truly loves God, and hungers and thirſly 
after righteouſneſs, faints and complains, 1 uns 
der trials and troubles, it is either becauſe it it 
| Prefers preſent eaſe to growth.in grace, would 
be better pleaſed; to be quiet than holy 
: © (which: is a very ill fign of atruly W 
heart); or elſe becauſe it is not at that time 
ledfaſtly believing, that that trial is ſent] 
to promote its ſpiritual good | But againg 
as Chrift does not want Skill, ſo neither 1} 
he deſtitute of Power to Purge. and to puri 
the hearts of his people. This is plain from 
that one text, with which many others 
correſpond, « God hath put all. things. in 1 
5 i 1 ö 
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ſubj jeclion under 1 feet, DF. if given, him to. 


E £43614 11 
be 5 over. all thin s to his, c . 


His power, therefore, wo 15 bounded, in 

nite, univerfal; it reacheth over all thin 

and whereto, Toever it "exte nds, t tlie ll d 
fit, we fee, © is for t the Ip of 0 peo ple. 
Here, then, it is evident, "that it Cb back. 


power, an abſolt ate Power, over r all things, , 


4342>..-vt4d 


ind over eve ery. creature Ee and it lo, then 


44 ö . 1 "fy * 


ot one of them can move or. flir a ep but 
"IE 121 
by his permiſſion. hen he e 


7 0 go, he may go; "bi t when he commands 
i] im to flop, then he is ſta; yed.. It is the 
7 ery ſame. with every Ether creature... All 
lings are not only under his direction, 4 
h ut abſolutely receive their whole Power, of 45 


Qing from him. 
Now, therefore, he hath all things viſible” 
nd inviſible under his hand, becauſe 'no- 
reature can act at all without his power, nor 
0 a jot farther than his permiſſion reaches... 
0 bY therefore, can be too hard for him, 
nd every thing muſt work for good to thoſe .. 
hom he favors; ſinee he, to whom all | power 
n heaven and in earth is given, WII LS it to, 
de ſo. Take one inſtance only of his power | 
1g vy but” * a mo 1 one; Tt 
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was apdained, that himſelf, in. his 1 
ſhould be ce made perfect by his ſufferings,” 
It is not meant, that by his ſufferings he 
ſhould be perfect in bolineſz, for that he 
was before; but that by ſufferings he ſhould 


Perfect our ſalvation. To effect this, ;there4 
fore, men, devils, Jews, Gentiles, q gover- 
nors, foldiers, people, all are. let looſe upon 


him. Urged aud excited by the deep malig- 

nity. of ſatan, what helliſh rage poſſeſſed this 

multitude l Nothing would ſatisfy but blood: 
© Crucify him, crucify him. W by, what 


: 4 hath. he, done? I find no fault in him. 


But they cried out the, N 5 exceedingly, 


TCrucify him], crucify him.“ So: they; nail- 
ed him tobe croſs, Wen tho remained, till 
bawing os OTIS head: he Hed. up the 


-gboſt.. . ob T9206, 


10 2 Nau bythivhe was to o pete, by 1 he 
did aftually. perfett, the work:of man's fal- 


vation ic Allithings were. ee made. to 
ing abnut his defign... 2 1214 5 
At is then agreed that Chriſt bath aac 


[ILY 92 8 purge and to purify thy hearts of his peo- 


ple. It is agreed in ſpeculation; ; but is it 


; 40 in prafice:?; Conſider,” in all your ſtrug- 


cles v with fin PR: = (eration, were re ne- 
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ver diſmayed > Did you never think that ; 
the conflict was. too. hard for you, and that 
you ſhould not be able to endure.? eſpecial- 
ly, did you r' heart never fail you when you 
were canſideringithe lengt haf the way and 
the vaſtneſs of the! work Nay, but ; where OL 
then was your ſtedfaſt . per : of. th 
power of Chriſt: to keep you | 2 Remember | 
now what the apoſtle ſo: confidently ſaith: 
« ] know, ſaith he, that he is able to keep 7 
that which 1 koirnccommal _— | unto: e —. 
Kin that day. 8 an Ee 5 
The very firſt. things we | Gould: haves be- by 
fore us, in every exerciſe off faith, : 
the e power of Chrift.. The belief of this: . 5 5 
the moſt difficult, and yet the moſt neceſſary, RE 
to us. We fancy that we believe he is able; © 
but no Tt does. any accuſation of con- 
ſcience ariſe, than we ſbrink-under ſenſe of 
guilt :. n no ſooner does any - temptation. 
beſet us, than our ſouls recoil 2 as. Tn... 
the one caſe as well as in theiother-we miſ- 
truſt the power of Chriſt. And therefore 
nothing, I. ſuppoſe, i is. of more i importance to 
aur peace, than to be certainly aſſured of the 
ule b of Goglz 3 '£ thaths þ * b put 3 all things, 5 
5 under 
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under his (Chriſt's) feet, and given bim to 0 
be Head over all things to his church.“ But 
1b once more, the Care of the L. by i 
Jeſus is equal to his Skilt and Power. . 100 
believers! weare now to conſider him, in Rig 

_ exalted fate, in the merit of his obedience 
unte death, fitting! at the riglit hand of 
God. There he fits to receive returning s 
finners, and to confer on them pardon, : ac- 

' ceptarice with God, and the daily nee ful 
ſupplies of the gifts of his ſanctifying bpirit. | 
Ass a king, under whoſe feet all thing I are 
ä put, he ts in heaven, defending. and gover- 
ning bis church! and therefore vou are thus. | 
to conſider: bake as an exalted: liv wing "hea 
+ exercifing” Bis offices öm tlie throne of! 
his glory, towards all and cvety individuzl Wy 
ol his faithful people. In this reſpecf, his * 
cate füt general, and in particular, is mantiz 
feſt. TI general, it does not fuffer the gates | 

of hell to prevail at gainſt his Church. In 
ba.” particular,” it does mt ſuffer his believing J 
people to be tempted above what they are 
able. Hear him ſpeaking of his church b 
the mouth bf the prophet, I the Lord do 
keep it, 1 Win water it every inoimerit, Jeſt: 


ah bun 15 I ill keep it night and 3 day.” | 
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And che ſame prophet, ſpeaking of. the. af- 
fectionate care Chriſt takes of his people, | 
expreſſes it in this tender manner, ce He- - 
ſhall feed his flock. like a Shepherd: he 
ſhall gather the lambs with his arms, and 
carry them in his boſom, and ſhall gently. 
lead thoſe that are with young.” And yet 
again, with a ſtill more tender ſentiment, 
e Can _a.woman, forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 
ſon of her womb? ves, they may forget, yet 
will J not forget thee.” _ Theſe are ſcrip= 
tures which F AL expreſs. Chriſt's pe- 
culiar care of his people, while they Fin: 
aſſure us, that that care is exerciſe a in wach- 
ing over, keeping, watering, eding, and 
leading them forth into the path of le. he. 


* 
* 
— 7 — 


Thus it appears, beyond cont dverſy; ho! 
perfectly qualified Chriſt is for the wor 25 
purifying his people. . He is wile, p werfu], 
and full-of care. Ohl happy is their « con- 
dition, who are actually under r 


They go on from ſtrength ta ſtrength - 


every one of them in Zion appeareth be... 
fore God. Happy is the perſon. yea, 
ry the Pie es are in ene, E. 5 B . 


ow 
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oh! . my brethren, (ſuffer me to. wiſh; to 
it) that we were of their happy numby 
iin dying with our years, and grace ſo gin 


ing as to renew our 2 1 10 hte Gay 
men: . 56 15 : - | F wy 5 _ 5 5 5 : \ EY 
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ctidians warfare in Shs journey. to. * 
- heavenly Canaan, fo will it afford him the 
moſt lelid inſtruction under all the trial 

and burdens of it. The hiſtory of God's 


vonderful dealings with that people will give 
* a moſt e 05 jo the end ol 
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I his diſpenſations;: it will e con- ; 
luce to ſupport us -under the maſt afflicting | 
of them, and abundantly help us to receive 


he Jewiſh people; they were wandering In 
he wilderneſs, ſurrounded with difficulties -- 
nd dangers ; exerciſed by diſpenſations, the 5 
Jeſign of which they could not underſtand}; 
ind in this ſituation they frequently loſt ſight 

f God's gracious. purpoſes in their favor, 
nd were much diſcouraged by reaſon of the 
ay. Wherefore to compoſe and animate 
heir minds, Moſes here ſuggeſts to them, 155 
hat their warfare ſhould ere long have an 

nd, and that then they would review with 
ade and thankfulneſs, the hiſtory f 
od's dealings towards them. So: shall it 
Iſo be with the ſpiritual Iſrael, the ;peogle 5 
of God, who are paſſing through the wilder 
neſs of this world to the heavenly. Canaan; 5; 
and who are ſecking, through faith in the _ 
Yromiſes, a reſt in that kingdom which can- 
not be ſhaken. The believing vie of it now... 
revives, and. the poſſeſſion, of it will abun- 
dantly recompence them for all they. can ſuf- 
* in the e IN _ then confeſs. 5 


piritual proßt and advantage from. them. - 
hen the promiſe of the text was made to 
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with adoration, that all God's ways to then 
a love, and all his difpenſations wilden 
But as yet they are on their ner 
 haye not Fe attained ; 1 are cal £ wi ith 


1 ns 
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filements is e of q 
| deemer; and we, I will venture e id. 
have no queſtion, (haying lately ſpoken an 
this ſubj ett) but that by his wiſdom, powey 
and love, he is perfect qual fied. Bk 
work. But that our ſouls m ee 

je benefit of this his Ihcleſeme dif 5 
Ty it will non be of ſovereign uſe to, us to ni W 
| the — 52 e he employ: ul e e and 
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"But now 0 17 aer means Aa 34 
vant of God is improved in any grace, 
enabled to gain ground over any corruption] 

that mean muſt neceffarily be but 4s an 18. 
y which the Redeemer | works 

In this view, all things muſt be underſtood] 

as. means ale” by Him, at plea 

; hint hy his People: Fot 

reſsly "Raid; * a We know all 1 1070 
chem that 10 
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00% in — other! chan a ſpiritu n 
But the bekt mord expréſsly ſeems to eꝗnfne 1 


ur attention cone ihe Jealinlgs' Go 
ci his ſervants} as a means of working thein 5 
1 ill: For #follows: And he hy Ane | 
hee, (and ſuffered. th thee! to hip oper, * 
hou i migh teſt know | that. ®m £ doth, not not 
ive bytbese lege A hey Wis „Weid that 
proceedeth outs . the eh o 
doth man live. "Abd gail 0 
Thou ſha ball conſider” n 
bat as 4 man chaſte ciel his | 
hy Gad'thaftentth cee, 36 
hen of Moſes was to aſſel 47 that 
ſe of Ju fehiths 3 Hh Prove, 
his pe Fü „He cauſe 
1 5 5 79008 
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is that by 8 tri: elf. the. beli 
ome out more 12 990 h * m | e dead 
to ſin, and more alive to: God. In {peak- 
Ing, farther 1 to this ſubject, we may en 1qUI ind. 

F irſt, What hates i ſulingsanynted 
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bled 8 fed effef. AN W 
- Firſt, we may enquire, „ What thoſe falls 
' ings ate; which God ſends: for proving i 
Aach ing his people? Aud hers, thoug 
all manner of ſufferings are made efeti 
by the Head of the church, for this purpoli 
yet the text naturally direQs our attentiq 
to worldly calamities, as puniſhments w ud 
.\God-inflited on his people to purge anf 
prove them in the wilderneſs; ſuch 
hunger and thirſt, nakedneſs, hardſhig 
perils, ſickneſs, and the loſs of Friend 
' Theſe we may ſee in a great variety of icrip 
tureinſtances conducipg to this great end 
David ſuffered many worldly calamitig 
Aud declares it was good for him, chat 
might learn the Ratutes of the Lord 
ſee Abraham excerciſed with a ſetiet 7 
worldly troubles ; atid Jofeph laid low! in A 


| 


4 Fog = 7 af w_ in the Kock. 25 1 
* of JO dearall children, © 5 
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he wy was not worthy,” . at tho 
Joors of the rich, mourninig the loſs, ,of 
leareſt relations and friends, ſuffering ſhip- es 
yreck, beholding their children, crucified be- 
ore their eyes. Nay, we hear. of theſe things, = 
$ peculiarly the lot of the righteous; for we 
re fold of the wicked, that they neither 
re We nor are in trouble like cho 
n.“ And what then can we poſſibly. 
nis the deft 1 of all _— but that e 
ood to the ſervants of God T ig n 
ubtleſs'is; to diſengage. them from a v: 
nful world, and to draw en nearer. ta. 
at bleſſed. Rein. with hom * Bo vari». 
Hleneſs, neit er hadow of turn "But; 
Secondly,” It N 4 8 
low It is e ee ly tr 
diever i in  holin 
ays: RN 185 50 Rae 
. By dagegen. and mokiogey dent the: 
drruptions of the heart, _ N Arength- 
d power they have there; nd Which be? 
re ſuch ſufferings; wer it | 
ſpeed. NV PORNO +” 4 | apt 10 
iſtake ourſelves! and, before we are tried}. 
nee we have little of this or that luſt "—" 
iy FE * „ bout 
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about us, u bich after trial we find ey” 
in us yet, 1 ſay, we are erroneouſly apt᷑ i 
imagine before tiial, that we ſhould behaye 
curſelves tolerably well, were ſuch and. ſuch 
circumfiances àllotted to us. Were we 0 
duced to poverty, for inflance, how patient 
do we think, we would be; were We f ich 


* 


But nen the un comes, it cone 
EM Fra exactly to the purpoſe; we are put 
E |. - Proof; and then the miſtake appear 
corruption diſcovers itſelf more formic Gy þ 
than before was imagined. | The gra 
5 heart (which always hates fin more than 
ſering) upon this difcovery ſets itſelf a again 
it, and by the influence of the Spirit | 
| grace, rendering the ſuffering effettu 5 an | 
given in anſwer to carneſt prayer and 
pendence of heart on Chriſt for it, the c coll 
zuption! lofes ground, 5 the fag! gains < 
vancement' is beine: 90D} — 4 
3:5 The ſecond is, That y ufferings-l 
tha is excited to a more lively! _ 
Faith and grace, and thence gains ſtrengi b lic 
and confirmation in them. Sufferings ford 
| the too fecure believer to freſh andre ate 
2 Weiber of . farth, love, al 
: berech j 
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cavenly-mindedneſs:: F or in the ſufferings 
; the pious ſoul neither ſees nor flies ta any 
ther help than God, ſo is it forced to come 
him with ſpecial importunity 3. When 3 
am in me ſaith the nen Till N 
wilt complaint And r er IE 

he depths: have 12 18 ea ed 
ord.” And as in Ange 4 chi \ { * ö Ih 
ry be thus a general exertiſ of grace, 
o, according” tothe ſpecial nature of e 
ffering, there will be alſo a pecali iar exer 
iſe of ſome grace more than others; whes- 
er it be humility, or patience, ormeckneſs,.' 5 
r contentment, c. and hence alſo the 
oul advances in ſtrength of grace t rough . 
he Spirit. Vou ſee then by this time, beyond 15 
ontroverſy, that ſufferings are very peculiar, . 
nd fignab means of proving and refini ng” 
00's people. It. remains. that we. nom Y 
roceed” to ſome more dirett - reren 5 
the doctrine advanced - 7 2 15 1 t 1 IG 
We have all then, : doubtleſs; ee ifs 
liction in one ſhape or other. We wo | 
ither, for inſtance, felt dt forrows of | 


* 


what they 


dear relation to the graves. w ben you k heard 


8 friends, not perſuading you that y rel 


# . and nee, vour friends, and 


rn. REINER. 


8 relation de what have ve found yo” th ai 
_ preſent effe& of ſuch ſeaſons of trouble I] 
will not aſk the children of God, bow theſe 
ſorrows have more - abundantly» endeargd! 
their heavenly Father to them, and tanght 
them à higher: eſteem of the better World, 
where they ſhall ſorrow no more?” but 1 Wil 
afl thoſe who take their portion in this life, 
have found in che preſ 

. of ſuch preſſing trouble i Say, herefagg 
vou who are children of this world, 2 | 
you have been following ſome friend 


the awful words Earth to earth, aſhes 10 
_ aſhes, duſt to duſt,” —your eyes had pawl! 
no longer to retain your tears hat avare | 
then your thoughts 20s earthly rhigge f. 0 
again, when you have been brou ght nett 
the confines of death yourſelves, l y ſomt 
. threatning diſorder— your life hanging in 
doubt, and all the Joving kindneſs of your 


not hard at death's door: In ſuch caſes an 
15 theſe, I aſk—Saz,” what you experien need,! 
and what you felt? What then was be 


world, and all you had in it P. all your 


5 | Ts. worldy 


15 


4 


4 


death "cri near to take 7 from t 


out terror? Alas, the approach of both; 
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worldly enjoyments ? What edict ould : 
you then take imthem ? or what ref could 
they bring vou ? What did you then think 
of every: earthly. thing? It is true, allthis * 

now is as morning dream, it ſoon vaniſed | 

away: Time and recovery ſoon gave the 

world its: wonted power; and y are noc 

the /oft ſlave of pride, or paſſion, OF! cove- 
touſneſs, or pleaſure, or floth, or enges 

(one or more of theſe: members of the hody 

of luſt) as befote: and ſo you: look: Westen $I 
this ſcene which ] have been bringing a — 
hitle to your rememberancef as on ſome | 
terrifyi ing dream which once- diſturbetl- y your 
fleep; yet you cannot altaget er forget it, 
and you muſt own: that there aS ſomewhat . 
in ſuch ſeaſons; remarkably ſuited to dead = | 
you to: repentance. and to God. But What 
then, are thoſe ſeaſons never to return? 
have you made a covenant with death are 
you never to die, or to be ſick any more - 
when your ſickneſs next commences, and 


world, are they to come in any more pleaf- . 
ing manner P that without pair? tis with, 


28 they next ſeige Lens will be much 
more 
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more terrible 1 The ſad — 
former ſickneſſes remaining unimproved 
a and the views you then had in them, wil 
haunt your dying curtains, and 'fpeak- ſuch 
| home convictions to you, as, at A at n 
ſeaſon, you will be ill able Gendure Mini! 
- will then be apt to cry out with 
and in the bitterneſs of a woun⸗ 
Ali that L had them whit 
voice df Totiſeience, : when — — 
loudly it ſpake itt former afflictions l A 
that ever then I had died; betterthan n] 
| with all the guilt of that abuſed viſitatje ul 
on my devoted head! But with the ighte=- 
ous it ſhall not be ſo; ten poral cala 
are, with them, only means of their ſpit tual 
improvement wherefore IR now de- 
Bie e ee NOIMer Tnek * 


e fach an . 
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as. — as may be, the hi ory of 
God's afflictive diſpenſations towards vou. 
Why ſhould you not remember paſt cor- 
retions, as well as paſt mercies? eſpecially 
when, as believers, you have all imaginabſe 
reaſon to be Aatisfied by experience, that 5 
corrections are not among the leaſt of your 5 
mercies. Recollect, therefore, with What 
ſickneſs have you been viſited ? what afflic-. | 
tions have you met with in your cirtum— 
ſtances ? What: troubles have you experienc-" 
ec in the loſs of relations or friendꝭ ? What 
difappointments or grievous croſſes in world- 
ly things have befallen you f. and what. 
of theſe ſeveral things have been migiflered. 
to. vou in the different ſtages of Aife, in 
ildhood, youth, manhood, or adva xcing | 
years ; adding together with it, the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of each afflittion 3 how 
you were brought. into it, and how it end- 
ed. Be at pains with yourſelves; to digeſt 
in your: minds the progreſs of urafflitive = 
. correQions,. adding, 1 ſay;-as near as you” 
can, the circumſtances both of time and 
manner: for by this yo wills gain a. great 
inſight into the wiſdom- and love of God, 
in his alflictive diſpenſations, toward yo. 
| ET * Affliction 
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ba AMiQion cometh not forth of the: aug} 
neither doth trouble {privig o of the 
ground.” But again, 1 

2. When you have thus your . er a 0 5 
eden you, endeavour to ſee (for with this" 
view I wiſhed you te bring them to mind} 

3 What was the occaſion of them, Wo 
fully ſenſible, as God's childreni; that 45 
God's hand was in one: o * wr 
| wn: children. "Try! thank! pon ras tf 
was God's defign in them.) And w 
was, it is poſſible, you will now be much 
better able to ſee, through God's after deals! 
ings with you, than when you were a dual 
JB exerciſed by them. And in order that you! 
may be the beiter en menen ; rs fon 1 
cu, I would wiſh vou to Kno, 
carefully, that afffictions, as to G 
dren, — one oftlievcthres dai ſions >: 
either, 1. Fo bring them to repentarice for 
fome ſin they have committed, as the thret 
days peſtilence was ſent to humble David 
for: his fin in numbering! the eople: og 
2. To prevent ſome great ſnare to theit 
. as to agg e are enen in 2, 
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ſome grace, becauſe. of ſome trying cireum- 8 
ſtances into which the / ſoul is ſoon to be 
brought, as was, the caſe of Joleph before 
his exaltation. Examiniag your aflliions 


WW..." I * ” 

* * na n 1 
$* 2.46 
” „%.iſ Ve — A n 


at ſome certainty as to the reaſons of : 
God's viſiting you with them. - Either you 
have been guilty of ſome ſin, as pride, 
paſſion, covetouſneſs, -floth, cc. and God 
meant to- ſhew-you. it, and bring you to re- 
pentance for it; or you were in danger, by 
means of ſome circumſtances in life. on which 


flop youfront expoſing yourlelf- to tempta- 

tion; or elſe God's deſign was, to put-you. 
upon ſome humbling ſervice for which u 
were not yet fit, and therefore he exerciſed 
you with ſome ſeaſonable and ſuifable 
trouble. No therefore, beſides the gene- 
ral deſign of cortection, which is to humble 
us, to increaſe our faith and loye, and en- 
gage us to live more to God and abvre. the 
world; beſides dns, T ſay, to fearch' the 
ſpecial deſign off every affliction, in this 
manner propoſed, carmot but be exceeding- 
ly uſeful ; inaſtauch as by it we shall gain 
A PURE nſight into the caſe of our ſouls, 3 

e What 
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by theſe rules, you may probably arrive” 


you were entering, and God meant io 


— 


6 THE: REFINE 


bo ih it bath been, and zb ly : what 
it is; and at the ſame time obtain alſo. au 
experimental proof of God's good val 1 6 | 
our ſpiritual _ intereſts, vaſtly confirmig 
our faith and hope. But farther, harin 
as we ſuppoſe, the hiſtory of your correAionl 
before you „ and alſo ſeeing rightlyg Fi ln 
| end, and intention, you muſt, I 0 | 


- to: cauſe you to repent of them? 8 
| enquiry is ſo much the rather to be n 
if you have been? 

for them. _ Agait 


| - ſuch ſecret corruptions as might b 
your heavenly Father to "ſtop. van 
entering into any ſuch circumſta1 C 5 
v here the temptation to them lay? og, 1 


: - of Jou, and God checked ya 


3. Conſider (for on this depends thep 


of the whole) ho it bath bern, and NC Ka "it 
is with you, as to thoſe very things on, ag 
T count of which, in any affliction, von wel 
: _ afflited ? In order. to which you. muſt, i 
the firſt place, enquire, | how you. have be 


haved yourſelf concerning ſuck ſins 22 
at any time, brought correction upon 70 


corrected more than, .ong 
„ 4 ou muſt enquite, 
you have been, and are even yet, aware « 


it 


ee proud, or flothfal ſpirit, had. 90 


L Fi 
5 1 


how i is it now 
h or age ö 


ſuch ci ircum ae ist 5 Kade 0 As; 
for which God was preparing you t 


. 


— 


E 


$3. 


and ſtudy ying to pleaſe bim, rather 


yourſelf of otters ?); 
From ſuch'eM airies, f. bea not noch- 5 
fully, made, you avill gain aa of 4 = 3 


humiliation and uf lefulneſ „ and b 1 
o the laſt thing 1 requ uired to be a to 3 


make a Pi | e uſe. of paſt cor=. OS 


tektions: for havin d from them 8 A 
here the main” ſtren sch of fin lies, where 
you are moſt i In. Ganger, and where is © —— 
ſtreſs of what God expe &s from you. wur 
buſineſs then, as b clievers, muſt invariably 5 
and conſtantiy be, to Watch ad. contend — 
againſt ſuch fins; to be ſtrictly upon 5 "> 
guard againſt ſuc] — 4 


1 


r 


* 


. 


dangerous Se : 
nd to be earneſtly diligent in all ſuch li” 
hus you Will receive the moſt ſubſtantial 
denefit from your r paſt afflictive diſpenſa- 


* 


ions. And when your warfare is fini 5 
nd your light: increaſed, as (if you endure a 
J 3 


1 
N 4 ou N 1 this Tee that What your! 0 
[=7; _ evils, were in truth an 
= da 
| Py eee, ry or preſſed you n 


longer with ye 


Er b 
1 Me a word, you 


. ps Cage aa 


| | 

j 5 
| | 
[ . 
; 

| 


x And delivered Juſt „ot, veked with the LY F 
filthy converſation of the wicked. e rel. 1 4 
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IN theſe and the follo wing words we are PR 

an ACCM nt from the K of the {bo 15 „ 
ious dealings X G | 
ant the patriarch Lot; and 0 I 
bediencè and zeal which 1 72 1 
inguiſhed that righteous. man. 51 IM 


* 


d hearing the abominable 6 leeds of the 1 
icked among whom he dwelt, ! ie vexed = 4 
is righteous ſoul from day to day ; but the _ | 


2 nk 


8 


ord was ſo abundantly. gracious toward 


im, and after he had blefled even this their 5 =” 
thy converſation to his ſpiritual 3 improve- 5 


bent, he wronght for him a miraculous de-. 
iverance from the ſwift and fearful deſtruc- : 


WY Hes $5.1 4 


8 2 


ion he ſent. upon them. FF in 55 „ 1 

The miſery of living in an evil world, "0 - 
requently thus a bleſſed means, uſed by 18 | wn 1 
great Head of the church for refining ns. 
purifying | his people: for here in this tees - 5 1 


7 better able to diſcern the uncaſineſs which 
| ariſes to his mind from this quarter. 
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a ſcene full of trouble continually”: appean 
before the eyes and mind of a gracious ſoul 
ſince he cannot be inſenſible either to the 
uns or calamities of others, or to the dif: 
Honor. done to God by them every day 
Wherefore, not to ſpeak at all at prefent of 
what the chriſtian, who is a chriſtian 1nd 
deed, often meets with in his own - perſon 
from ſuch an evil world, let us now conſider 
him only as a looker on upon others. I 
may be highly uſeful to open a little what 
he ſees in this view, that we may be th 


— — 


He ſees, then, on every fide am oven 
f owing, flood of iniquity abounding in "thy 
world; he can no where caſt his eyes but 10 
meets it; the world in which he now Jival 
28 agreeable to the truth of God's word; bf 
finds to'be (the whole. of it taken at large 

. a world lying in wickedneſs.” Does hg 
read the hiſtory of paſt ages? what does hi 
ind the general account to be, but a ſud 
ceſſion of pride, ambition, ſelfiſhneſs, -luf] 
covetouſneſs, oppreſſion, cruelty, treacherf 
and villainy? Does he conſider the pe ha 
day, and will he not find, throw pwn 
reach 


f rhe „ is füll 8 3 

ame characters ? elf, . ſelf. love, and 
creſt, . he every where ſees governi 
orld, and all conſcientious. "regard; du 
oth to God and man, he ſees alſo falling 
fore it. © Sin; thus, in contrariety to Ge C 
nd his law, prefents- itſelf perpet ally. b 
re kim; he meets it in every pl | 
-ars of little elfe in the world. 


RE do IC 8 a 
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Salem has laid before us the. — 1. 


i book Eectekaites;: ple en trath, 
F defer pn 9 if xebag the world then wa, 


anne a a Halls natur. Hear, there 7 
bre, his judgment of it, fixin only upon 9 1 : 
fingle point, that o * oppreſſions done unn 
er the ſun; © And behold, faith he, the 
cars of ſuch. as were oppreſſed, and they „ 
ad no comforter on the ſide of their op 
reſſors there was power, but they had aa 
omforter ;-—wherefore pe praiſed, the dead. 
rhich are already. dead, more than the Ur- 5 
Pg, which are alive —yea, better is. „ 
han both they, which bath not yet heen, 


ko hath not o ſeen the evil work that is done: „ 


P 
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under the ſun. Solomon, we may lat 
was affected and afflicted with the though 
ef univerſal ſin and corruption. It carrie 
Him into a reflection exceedingly natural ti 
a⁊tender ſpirit—that it was better far to h 
dut of this world than to be in it; nay, tha 
in this refpe@ the dead were better than the 
Arving—yea, he that had never been, thay 
either the one or the other. But that y you 
may ſee with clearer evidence the foundal 
tion of Solomon's remark, and what iti 
in the fins of the world, which makes then 


very fingularly and remarkably the cale'd F 
| __ the ſervants of God recorded in ſcripture 


"+. | 


 ſo'much a matter of affliction to thoſe hi 
are truly the children of God, I would men, 
tion the three following things, which ariſe ' 
out of ſin that is in the world, and the viet 
and conſideration of which, is ever to the 
pPious ſoul, matter of real: e and afflic⸗ 
tion ; „ and, 5 
Firſt, He Hiartevelt ber the diſhonst A 
ts Sod, by ſin which is in the world; 
thing about which others are no way oon. 
cerned: yet this we ſhall find to have b 


When the people in the abſence of Moſes 
ned dhe mount, had wan, thens: 2 molten 


SK 


calf, hog was. hs 5 give of that: faithful n man 
moved!“ As ſoon as he came near the - 
camp,” as the account is in the book of 
Exodus, 4. that he 'faw- the calf and the 
dancing, his anger waxed hot; and he caſt: 
| the tables gut of his hands, and brake. them 
beneath the mount.“ Vou will ſee the ſame 
ſpirit in Samuel, reſpecting the repeated · 
fins of king Saul; and ſo in Elijah, when 
he boldly confronted the prieſts. of Baal: 
not to mention abundance of, expreſſions A 
this ſort, every where ſcattered in the book. 
of Pſalms.” - -How-ſtrengly was this manifeſt- 
alſo in Saul and Barnabas, when the peeple | 
at Lyſtra were about to do  Gacrifice to them 7 _ 
er They rent their clothes, and. ran in among 2 
the people, crying out, and ſaying, rs,” 
why do ye theſe: thing d And the ſame - 
temper ſhewed itſelf in Paul at Athens 
« His ſpirit: was moved. within him, when # ol 
| he ſaw the whole city: given. to idolatiy; - 
or, as it is in- the margin, full r 4 
Nothing ſo intimately affects the true be- 1 
liever, as the diſhonor done, to God inthe 
world by fin. This is the language of the 
| believer 5 © My zeal hath even conſumed 5 
me, faith e ec 7 aemies 
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[: of Godin Chriſt, can poſſibly conſider | 
6 without great ſenſibility of heart. Int +" 


the preſent evils atto 


dr, obſerve, . he calls them B 4 b En 
they were the enemies of God) have fog 
ten God's words Ys while This, frog 


in my duty, what- cw” . 2 th «4 
ethers . 25 Tbis difference 18 v 1 
guiſhing, and I would wiſh y« 
5 But to prqceed, 


fin brings with i it, and after it. And in- 
deed, not to multiply words, in 85 vien 
adant. on the Gin of} 
Adam, are fo many, and theſe alſo are ſo 
e increaſed by the needleſs evils] 
which the fin of one and another. every day 
produces — the luſt of ſom — the covetouls] 
neſs of others—the ambition of many—an i 
the pride of more; that no man who is nor 
- loſt to the feelings of humanity, . much leſs] 
he whoſe heart is touched by the compaſſion 


— 


| n= — 


gain, above all, AT: 
| Thirdly,- A world biete in wickedneſs. is | 
ali ve [ut to a feavant" t of e ou 
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ill and muſt terminate... Ve: Paul was 8 
arried. into extremity of diſtreſs at the 
kought of the lamentable condition his un- 
licving countrymen were in; and which 
e expreſſes, in a manner ſo ayful, deep, 
Bb aſtoniſhing, that vou and J may well 
ake ſhame. to ourſelves, to think 0 little - 

oncern we day by e ay 5 ee over the dnl 88 

ng ſouls of others. 5 

rift doit bg. I, lie 


. . have great Wespinelg gd came . 
ſorrow in my? heart; for 1 could wiſh that | 
ny ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for my 
brethren, my kinſmen according to the 
fcſh, RY. The conſideration of the miſerable | 


7 


* No'teut of ſerif ture, perhaps; hos: more e 5 
miſunderſtood and e than this The 2. 
opinion concerning its import is to the following effet = 

he pe anxious and concerned about the ſpiritual wel- 
fre of his brethren, his kinſmen according to the fleſh,- Who 

bſtinately rejected Chriſt, wiſned himſelf anathematiſed'or - 
ſeparated from him, if that would be available to retrieve... 
them from their alarming. late of . alienation from the Eord 
Jeſus, and would tend to' promote their etemal ſalvation. 
And it is commonly alledged, that the apoſtle, by rep 
to ſacrifice his own happineſs for the ſake of advancing that 
others, ſtrikingly evinced himſelf. to be poſſeſſed of l the ſame - — 
benevolent temper and- diſpoſition! by which Mos t's* Was 
acduated on a fimilar occaſion, who, making intereeMon in | 
behalf of the offending. Uraclites, offered his own life as an 
MODemeſy to 8 0 for” their ee againſt WS. Bot let it „ 
. ee ee e 6 7 BR. 1 
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1 1 their ſouls, au the 1. he : 
455 25 as; approaching eternal deſtruction” 
1 chem that know not God, and obey. no 
IS 4 heavineſs of rt it 


paſſage N thus far i is meant 


* 3 n that St. Nr 1 wa 
rien interceſſyr > and therefore, 10 
ment from one of thoſe inſlances in fuj 15 he th 

adoubtlels to reaſon inconcluſiyeii Be fies, he, -w beg aN 
it was to proclaim the only. true-atonement already made by! 
> Jeſus Chriſt, could not poſſibly think of betet as a ſin-oller 
2 - yo! atonement for- others. Such a 0 it Is * 

= Ho altogeiher foreign. 10 the enen a oſtle 


ps down theſe poluiohs Ifhalln 40 N in 
more direct manner to give, what appears to me to. be,. the 
true import of the paſſage under conſi eration; leaving ole! 
w judge for themſelyes, and to . what appt In iheit 
vVicw, molt proper and eligibl "2s nl 
9 e the wards in dhe chird verſe, - Which en da. accur ey 
rendered, FOR I MYSELF WAS. WISHING TO.B& AN! 
_ ANATHEMA FROM. CunisT, be read as a paren heft 
and then St, PA u 178 lame ntation over the Jews will #un eahlyi 
: thus: LT rave GREAT, $ORROW,.. AND. nö 
mA VvIN ESS IN Mr BEART, ( ron uy] 
| BRETHREN ACCORDING. TO THE, FLESHS: "Thus 


| apoſtle, i in the boſom ot his lamentation, gives the reaſon ef} | 
ES © namely, That he behold with. ſorrow his kinſmen apa! 
ttzhbematiſed from Chriſt : for the reaſon ef his ſoriaw. is 0 | 
© where elſe intimated in the pallage,. And he intimates” tin] 


* a 


uch a manner, as to ſhew, that he is far from gleryiag oy 
bdbem that he was as deeply guilty as any of tbemz—2 
that it was in 28 eck owing to his with or choice, bi 
1 Vas now happily del ivered from. tex: L cont 1108 wheres? 
4 * A e ö l.. 
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pirit, which are God's, were abidingly 
aiting for that joy which ſhall be revealed 
in him! Nay, Chrift faith, © Let the wheat 
and the tares grow together until the har- 
eſt; The reaſon of which may be, that 
hile the good and the bad live together, 
pot only do the bad enjoy the means of re- 
ormation, but the good a great means of 
mprovement., And that this preſent evil! 
world is indeed a great means of a believer 's 
piritual improvement, of; mortifying his 
orruptions, and ſtrengthening his graces, 
vill appear from. theſe following conſide- 
rations. _ 

In the firſt place, Living i in an evil world 
js a great means of trying and exerciſing true 
faith, Were you living in a world, where 
there were none but regenerate people, you 
would be greatly apt to miſtake yourſelves ; 
to fancy you had more faith than you really 
have—and ſo, when the laſt enemy, death, 
ſhould come upon you, you would faint 
and be diſcouraged on this fide the heayenly 
country. But when, as it is, you live in 
an evil world; when you ſee fin abounding, 
and your faith is. tried and exerciſed by all 
the force which cuſtom and countenance 
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can give againſt it; when vou ben arg! 
put to reflect what God will do with all this 
world of finners in another life; when You 
ſee the ungodly many, times in great 'pre. 
ſent proſperity ; when you find the num. 
ber of real .chriſtians-to be very : ſmall, and 
are daily convinced that they are in ruth 
but a little flock; when, finally, you ob. 
ſerve many who had made, perhaps for 
years, an appearance bf being chriſtians, ) ye 
at length failing and falling away: This, 
fay, at one and another time, as occafion 
offers, brings out the natural Nate of vou 
hearts, proves whether the foundation d 
your ſcriptural” belief be well laid—puts you 
on ſeeking the grounds of true faith ani 
forcing you continually to the moſt Vigo: 
rous exerciſe of this grace, confirms you ii 
it. In this very manner you may ſee the 
faith of the Pſalmiſt was firſt exerciſed, and 
then improved. He was not aware of the 
weakneſs of his faith, till the proſperity d 
a the wicked was in ſome ſingular manner 
brought before him. Then his heart mil- 
gave him; My feet, faith he, were almol 
gone, my ſteps had well nigh e , 


And why I was enyious at the fooliſh,” 
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Jo alſo ſee the ungodly in ſuch proſperity.” 
When, therefore, he ſaw thus how eaſy, 
happy, ſecure, and-even inſolent they were, 


to what doth this lead him ?-whereto (9: to 


ſpeak) doth it drive him ? He tells us; I 
thought, ſaith he, to underſtand this, but 
it was too hard for me, till I went into the 
ſanctuary of God. He betook himſelf di- 
ligently to the ordin nances of God, and then 
by the light of God's ſtatutes his eyes were 
opened: Then, ſaith he, underſtood 1 
the end of theſe men; namely, how thou 
doſt ſet them in ſlippery places, and caiteſt 
down and deſtroyeſt. them.” His faith by 
theſe means: gained ſtrength, and he was 
helped over a great ſtumbling block into a 
more ſtedfaſt belief of the promiſes of God. 
And in the ſame manner St. Peter, when 
ſtirring up, as he ſaith, the pure minds of 
thoſe. to whom. he wrote by way, of remem- 
brance, gives a reaſon; “That there ſhould 
be ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts, 
and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his 
coming?” where he ſufficiently intimates, 


both that the conduct of ſuch men would be 


a trial of their faith, at which they might be 
apt lo ſtumble; and yet, by their calling to 
G 2. remembrance 
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temen ramce the words of ſeripture, 4; "aa; 
To it mould be, wy it mould be a n 1 
confi ig them. But againgn rs 
2. Living =y as evil world is 4 great 
means of mortifying the love of life, and h 
Teading and engagin 4 toithin 
above. Such as the world is, and Fall i 
ln as it is, we in general are but too fon 
of it. What then would the caſe be; wei 
the world exactly to our wiſh, and every ont 
about us juſt what we deſire ? Do we! 
that we have a love of this preſent werll 
within us? If we do not, what can convine 
us of it in fo ſtriking a manner, as that 1. 
are ſo unwilling to leave it, though we ſet 
5 nothing but fin in it? And when we'thiy 
ſee this love of the world which remaim 
i what can be ſo ſuited to mortify it, and i 
engage us to the ſearch of higher tdi ings; 
the very fight of the world itſelf ? In fad, 
the fnfulneſs of the world hath this effed 
upon the gracious ſoul : When the faithful 
' believer reflects upon the evil that i 
daily done under the ſun, and by peculiar 
_ circumſlances it is brought home to him, he 
finds an edge, as it were, ſet upon his de- 
fires after God, and that! new world in which 
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man dwell righteouſneſs; his ſoul grows 

of 6ck of this: dungeon. and fink pf, iniquity in 
which he is-contined, and he enen. den 1 
himſelf 1 * Aae * 
the / things an ——— Az 


* 
ut. 
* 


3. Lig in an c ae ſpgeial 
means, under grace, ofm e alt To 
nd of imp ing angel ee Were all Wo 


d. conduft which hich they o 
to be, hymblep loving,. e el end; voy 
how ſhould wej than learn meekneſs ? yea, 
how could it then be exerciſed ? We ſhould, . 
doubtleſs,: in this caſe, many times deceiye * 
WJ ourſelves ; and while we enjoyed our own. 
vin, be forward to think there was no ſuch 
thing as gall i in us; But an evil, world it is, 
vhich ſhews us what ſpirit we are naturally 
of; bripgsms. Qne,way: or ot 0 8 PS Perpetually 
MI to the teſt, 3 drags out th xe urkin ; defire 
1 there as kalten of havi 8 in a things 
our own way: ;:and, { 0 becomes ; an eminent 
neans, in the hands of God, of teac ching us ; 


that temper a nd oo 


Ml what is in the ſight of God of. great price, 
1 namely, a meek 1 and quiet ſpirit. : Had | 
( Moſes, think vou. attained; tO ſuch. .eminence ; 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs, had he nat been 
2 ' conyerſant 1 with ſo ſtubborn and obſtifiate;a 
N E 4 people 
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people as were the Jens p. All their perver 
murmurings were but means, ini the courſe 
of Goats? ptovidente,"of his'( Moſes), greater 
watchfulneſs vyer- his heave; and, through 
grace,” of bis b gaimiug greater victory Ger 
Bimſelf. bon is been e, 
Upon ee this matter, (tor. dt 10 

time to bring the ſubjett tõ a clofe) as mum; 

of you a8 WAR by keich and ateJedibyithe 
Spirit of Gol Win nd yburfelves 10 0 
world, as Let wastcin Sodum! Yew wil 
inwardly and at heart grieved for ehe fn 
which is committed under the ſun: Mmoun 
for the horrid diſhonor that is done by it to 
God; feel for the preſent miſery it occa· 
Kons, and, above all, for that tremendow 
Future ruin to which it leads. But whit 
bn are giving theſe well-grounded Prook 
of a heart renewed by grace, let me wan 
vou, Be abidingly watchfut to keep your 
don garments unſpotted from the evil f 
this apoſtate world; earneſtly implore the 
grace of God, that what you ſee of the 
wickedneſs and miſery of men, may turn to 
your ſpiritual good and improvement; ; and 
may be made a means, through grace, to 
* 3 faith, engage your love and 
affection 


a. | 
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Pe," I . —— "hank © Ya [ WY Ay * 


ſe 


let what you have neu "Hook 
ſerve in ſome degree 0 diſcgyer to YOU; the 
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affection to heavenly Tire and daily i im- 


prove the ſpirit-of meet » ou. And: 
l; | eſpecially, 


depth of the xiches,, both. of the: wiſdom: . 
and knowledge ef God l' to- admire and 
adore, I ſay, the wiſdom of. God in all; to 
reconcile you to ou dot i in a ſinful. and 
perverſe, generation; and to make you abid- 
ingly. ſenſible. of his inexpreſſible love, . who 
makes even the ſins. of others turn to the 
ſpiritual and, eternal good account of his. 
ſervants... tA | | 
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orour'ligh aig; mutlich is but ft 
a moment, 'worketh'for us a far mote. ex, fi 
/ ceeding- and eternal weight of *glory il p 
ee iv. ane er c . 

4 EY A $f K + . 4 Fe Th : +4368 . 
-G T. Paul; is ingen pla. E C0 mforti im 
ſelf and the chriſtians, at Corint „ by 1 
laying. before them the. bleſſed | uit andi 
T glorious:confequences. of: their: ſufferingꝭ i 
the cauſe of the. goſpel, of Chriſte: 34 Fe { 
our light, affliQion, ſaith he, which is. buff 
for a moment, worketh for us a far - more } 


through grace, upon him, to to ſandiify, re· 


226. 


refiner puts his precious ore into the fire, 
nd mer log as; it Mere, tortues it to purge it 


exceeeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
But now, how do afflitions work this effeQ? 
Why, they do ſo, not only on account dt 
the peculiar promiſes which are made to the 
ſuffering believer, - but alſoin reſp pe, to | the 
influence which. theſe afflictions now. have, 


fine, and fit him for the heavenly. habitation 
of glory, Sufferings of every kind are ſpe- 
cial inſtruments in this great work, As the 


_ frow T 


of perſecution; obſferxe aer, ties needy 
in nn that 
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from its droſs; ſo doth Chriſt 
people. He bringt em, n 
cellity is, to the 

there cleanſes derer g mp. E 
fies their hearts, and 


ponerof godlineſs;. And in this great wort 
perſecution for eee abe is on 
great "hs ue d s 


ferve, thevefore; thid e to —— — 


ſue and injure n ed, b 
fraud or force, ſet eretly or 6 


the meaſure of ſuffering, but 
what is ſuffered is fon el 
nefs ſake, © So that perfecution 

fined to — away of life, or ſome great 
fpoiling of goods or eſtate; for ſo the word 


of God ſhould not be true, that * All that 


will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus fhall ſuffer 
perſecution:“ fince there are doubtleſs 


many who never have been called to theſe. 


more intereſting ſufferings, who yet never- 
theleſs, for the ſake of a good conftente. 


1 1 eo Fe 2 9 FT ws 8 1 1 SPY ; 
. Ms eng r — 
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. e 


brings himſelf into 
make our own croſs, ve muſt bear 5 


=W % 
* 
0 — 8 2 
- 
| ; 1 
I . 


ever 


Z 


ever age cory; that wil ive e odd 
1 in Obrit” Jefak, ſhall fuffer pęrſ cu. tion 
+ RO EO in fat has ene 
heginning of che world; as 
2 the; church hiftory-+from- 
time:of Chriſt and his apoſtles. As in 
days. of Abraham, « he that was born aſtet 
the lech, perſecuted him that was born's in 
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te ſpirit, “ ſo it. was in the days of the 
ppoſiles ; bor nicer epi: It may. indeed 


wh pertaps, hows the world 0 W1GK b 


he world, hows rie 
wn it hates any only fe 5. 
or the moſt. part, :fo ali 
ie life of God, .AFOUS 
in us, 1 verily belige. it know 
hates thanks on WATT ip Cl J. 


the _ aka any „ho are like 6G d, and . 

ing the * ee diſpleaſure againſt. chem, 

it preſently finds ſome + colour of blame, in 
dem; under bete the mali nit p.of 
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the heart ſtill ſcreeningitſeif perhaps fret 
the notice, even of thoſe it Todleges ö 
eagerly takes hold of mai: imaginary p 
tence, and fo ſets itſelf del iberately to 
courage, and by various methods of bam 
ridicule, reproach reviling,) orworſt 1 
ment, to perſecute the friends deen Al 
which, that it is and will be ſo, :remarlkabl 
alfo, Chriſt himſelf conſirms; “ If ye w 
of the world, ſaith Chriſt, the-world- | 
its on; but — 1 have Aae 
vou out of the world, therefore,” contin | 
he, (for that very reaſon it is, 9 
whether the world doth or doth not kn 
or conſider it), *doth the world hateyou 
There is, therefore, ſuch a motive or 
ion for perſecution in dhe heart of fl 
man, that what 4s inſtanced by ſt ure 
ample, and determined by ſeripture d 0 an 
ion, is manifeſt in real fact, from the i 
veteracy of fallen nature, and its aver 
naturally to true religion; and nh 
au hole world ſhould become godly, 20 fl 1110 
for righteouſneſs ſake, after one or ot 
fort, muſt be the lot of the children of Gol 
And I verily believe accordingly, that thc 
never was upon 2 Lan * 
5 | 6 
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cod, but at one time or 
enced ſomething of it: 


of God, 1 let — that — ſuf- 


woud, looſe 
upon them, ãĩt may be, hut them it is im mea 
ſure, and always under hin aπτ.7¹. diisct ian ; 
nd wheavhe, Hoth even faffer' them to be 
tempted, it is always, (Lam ſpeaking,» ob- 
ſerve, of true, not falſe,” believers) ar they 
an bear j himſelf ſtanding by, i aud making 


ur Lord again and again itiſifts gl L ſay 
unto- yo. my friends, ſaith he: be! notti a- 


—— 2 


peaketh he wðwäas alſe himſelf an 
Him,“ ſa 
0 _ 1 0: — the deter: 
| : minate 


Thirdly, Bor che cotafert of dhe ſervants 


them a way to sſcape. Upon this doctrine 


raid of thenri that ill” the. — noc | 


han manyſparrows.??*" And 0 ache cen 


th St. Peter, im his Girly ſeivtion 


minate counſel and-foreknowledge of G 
ye have taken, and with wicked hands 
crucified and ſlain: and which was: * 
very thing Chriſt had before declared. u- 
Pilate; Thou. couldeſt, ſaith e, hav 
power at albagainſt me except. ĩt ere giua 
thee from above. Wherefore, if to ſuſſes 
Tor righteouſneſs fake. is the lot ot: God 
children, and —— 116 
ariuſt me tes, tu . 2 20 
meins tf deingab good: the piritu 
good — — purging. any 
their corruptions, 3 that 
raves. And this it uſually dot 


fol! owing ways Daten 4 110 112 1% 4 


Abends of: putifpicgs- Gd? — —5 
contitde to mortifyi in them / the loved 


worldly af. It Aare the unnegenent is 
only:who Have that dokere: | 
Lord be, dracgte, expreſſes 1 Nom ci, 
4g, take thin eaſe, “ vices; hieb :th ba op 
in the full ſenſe of t ©! they: belong :o8 bra 
or chief, tõ the children ER avs W 


6-548 q deſeribe a Mats which the ſervan 
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- through the remaiader of 
52 ang corruption;- fond of. 
To have ps a re nene agree. 


tronb Ann rl put us 

107 tia gans ä — poſſeſſed ab 
able fo ſit down i gaict, and fithout being. 
| A r 
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. 


ger imo cy ne — — pecu- 
arly: give him an undue attach 

ment to the n life "Our church has 
beautifully inſtraQed-us to fear in ſuch cir. 
cunſtancess whemibteaches us 0 prey, that 
God wouldiwpuchſafe 40:4 deliver us in all 
time of our wealth 7˙ that we may not, that 
is, as is natural, forget ourſelves, and gro 
reconciled: to the world in any ſuch eaſy 
eircumſt ances. And indeed, how much 
reaſon: there is that we ſhould thus fear and 
pray, is ſufficiently evident from the care 
which we find in ſcripture, God hath uſually 

taken with his people, by a great variety A 
0 H 3 diſappointments 
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er fencing im vn 
: make life ealy, and wit I 


even Cadet all Hope: of cont b ' | an e 
it. The leaſt thing that falls under, je 5 
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tation aof it to be utterly: fruitleſs: Now: 
when ſuch and fach-a trial is over, the he- 
liever is ready t 


o ſuy, \« ſhall be, eaſy) But 
when experience harh taught him, that he 
hath ſt ill: made 8 ng Oy a 
that trials ſtill —— d, zhe renounces 
at length thehepe . -pre 

every atof fel denial, becomes 

take up segne 5 N 
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deem. Mgmt, one; hre who: knows-: 
of thoſe enemias tort 8 nr. practice 
of true religionę which harbor aur within : 
us. To love the praiſe of men more than. 
the een of God to be Nam thence in 
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mind ofiGarhares aste aogpod re re · 
port in the World, hh what we RO 6 648M 
is mug ieee gab 
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| and che better he was, the more he ſhould 

eemed and regarded? Wo unto yon, 
Faith Chriſt, when all men-ſhall ſpeak ell 
of you, for o did their fathers unto the 
falſe prophets.” —_— 8 


pronounces d v G bhgai — ines 
to —— . — ieee, dect 


e * — that n 
| man? 8 cohduttas not wy Jonipa mit 
world, emed hi lh walked 
then“ the erva cagrihi x 

and' ene ne, 10 
well of him; he will loſe * 0 IIdly favo 
But then, when on this account, 3 
* inherits the woe of 3 | 
he then, On the other hand; « Ot; ai uns the. 
Meding of Chriſt ; for io are the words of 
the eee Bleſſed are ye, 
men ſhall ſpeak all manner of evil againſt 
Du fa 16h for. my . Rejoice, ande 
E 4 * * 
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cxcce dit ng glad, bor grent ig 
heaven ;** that is; e 4 
here, and of glory 

glory, you wilh faut 
but how in that. of ac 
that our adva cem 
advancement in grace, 


eve with a good: >nce 
we ſhall be —— py * J 
and the ſoul beiz 
grow. the: more. content to- ſuffer it. | 
again, HEN! * 4 tn mer 1151 A 
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. in 


God, and then of purifying the heart., It 


and in his heart departeth from the Lord.“ 
Andi this is a word from God which comes : 
indeed vefy near us; both ſtriking at the 


— us: utte ly 
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„our rerard i | 


as we dee and find we. canhot , man's = 


ene lake is a 


great means of pxercifing f faith an. 


— man that puttth 
his truſt in man, ↄdnd maketh-man : 


root of all worldly. — * con- 
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dences. But what then, is the child of 00 J 
fo clean eſcaped from all worldly” fruſft, ay 
purely to live by faith ꝰ or im this wege 
does he not daily - pray, and has he not daily 
need; that his faith may be dal y — ay 
Well, we know: that Bod rayerss 
of his ſervants ; and acct doth he fre 
quently anſwer this prayer of their's-?'W 
abundantly he often permits them” uo f 
for his name's ſake; dn 1 
tion is taken away ;,your-worldly+:int 
ruck at: What cam yow do! you p 
your help is in God; you fly to hir ds | 
ſarely-as yourfaithfully do ſo, he gives y 
ſtrengt h, deliverance; or, what is better g 
gives you comfort. So, e Gif | 
eipline, our faith in God. ſtrengthens) ad 
worldly truſt dies away: Suffering for-Ghni 
and the goſpel's ſake, ſignally ſhews a man his 
worldly confidence; his dependence on hg 
of fleſh ; his willingneſs to he ſonies: 
thing in hand, and not truſt God for all; au 
the cleaving of his heart tothe world. Anda 
through grace, it Thews him this, ois bring 
him, through the ſame grace, to-humhle hin- 
ſelf before God for this his diſtruſt ; b 


a 29 . ep ., 
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ing fer righreowſneſefakequick ns: 
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excites their ſluggiſſi affectie ons; 5; wens them 
53 5 „ ES. ey they | 


* THE: REN DINER: 


WE ada — beer 
E conſlrainethewy to. rout looking fan 
4 thats aber avs, | | 


aw — 


Paul tin; this jor jar the 
broad an yaur — ta 


2 
given unte vou. hc 
not to let Four harte 
hang down in; 
dexfully ordereth all things e ning you 
35 wangen evon the. moſhaf Wi 


1 Wh 1 


— 2 7 he * 2 


tion ; "for when he ix eld, de Wall re. 
Teive the crown of life; er ich dhe Lord 
bath promiſed t6 them that love him. 
Ja 1. 12. fr. Rm een, 35 


8 * 


f ; 
v * F % "5 3 3 * * 4 4 3 5 2 © * i « ALY . a £7 Way 5 -F by 
„ 000 e J e N e Bf 8 „ 


f endleſs glory is the adured 
thoſe who: -Falthfially-f ow ith 


of * ple; according to his 
then ſur eee 


— 


. 


4 
2 


— 


22 


what m 


Head 


2 
- 


he great 


anner t 


"hs, 


| makes . 


Ar Z 


? 


8 


A 


ſauQif 


4 * 


= 


1 


Wr 


AR fd 


242 —_ > 


vos 


_ ** 


— 


THE REFINER. 9 


ith, exciting and enflaming the motions of 
Juſt, or injecting into the mind ſuch mon- 
trous thoughts, as evidently ſhew whence 
hey come or ariſe. Since, I ſay, theſe two 
-nemies unqueſtionably work together in 
he matter of temptation, it will for that rea. 
ſon be improper to conſider them ſo diltin&. 

Iy, as if in every temptation they had not 
both a ſhare. And yet again, Gam the fact 
is, that in ſome temptatigns the devil, and 
in others the fleſh bears the principal ſhare, 
it will for that reaſon be adviſable not alto- 
vether to mix and confound them. Where- 
fore, while ſpeaking, as my intention is, f 
temptations the moſt afflictive and grievous, 
it ſeems beſt to confine ourſelves to one 
lingle point, temptation to deſpair ; this be- 
ing a temptation, in which there is indeed a 
working together (as we are ſpeaking) of the 
devil and the fleſh; and yet, as the caſe is, 
ſometimes the one, and at other times the 
other of bens e nen the * | 
pal part. 43 1 48121 74 3 

No.] you. will carefhilymoderiiang that 
all temptations to deſpair. work upon, and 


pride . the former of which by 
1 murmuring, 


by, two ſpecial luſts of the fleſh, namely, 


: * ** Sans ot Gs Ie. * "— n 
4 * „ 
* ” » 
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murmuring, FR? the latter by- Ad | 
gives occaſion to impatience, diſcourage 
ment, heartleſsneſs, and ſo deſpair, | Whey 
pride and unbelief are ſet together at work 
whether by their own natural aQngs i in Fay 
tain caſes of. ſoul, with a more coveied at 
tempt of, the devil, or whether they an 
moved and excited by a more bold andopd 
 affault of the adverſaty ; then in either cal 
there is a temptation to deſpair. And wha 
I mean to ſhew, is, that Chriſt takes advany | 
tage even of fuch very grievous temptation 
to do his faithful people ſervice; to mortiſ 
their corruptions; to confirm their graces 
-and to eſtabliſh them to himſelf, a holy and 

_ peculiar people. So unſearchable are God! 
ways, that his very worſt enemies arg q mad 
uſe of by him to help forward; his work,, gal 
"that, by their very; -endeayours;; tg hin 
and overthrow it. Wherefore, Jeton ju 
mention a caſe or two of temptation t tobt 


* in this view lying before us. 214 an 
Firſt, The faithful lervants. of Chriſt m . 
"ſometimes be brought into much trouble f . 
mind, becauſe, and on account of their mh 
They can ſee nothing i in them as it -onght Hur 
te; * er are grievous finners; oh ſo fu n 


„ 
15 
/ 1 


j 
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of corruption, that they do nothing at all 
as they ſhould ; they are therefore exceeds 

ngly diſcouraged, their hearts faint within 
em, they Habe nv hope of merey preſent 


jith their ſpirits,” every ching ir ſeems is 


ggainſt them, neither does: there appear any 
way of eſcape Now” ing this 


method or wa 
heavineſs of fpirit | 
ſecret,” but flubborn i 


cauſe of fin, there is a 


t. anger, re Toning # 
thus ; a fulletin eſs, like 


mould?" a deſperate: wilfttneſs in complain- 
of and refulig/eotifort ;- together with an 
aptneſs to fly in the face of God, and-ſay, as 
it were, „Why haſt thou thus dealt? or 


why doſt the deal thus with me ?** And 


with theſe peeviſſ and violent workings of 
pride; the devil joins at the ſame time with 


all his force; repreſenting every thing in 
the moſt. diſcouraging light; and inſinuat- 


ing, that there is little or no proſpect of 
things ever being better. In the mean time, 


unbelief alſo is raging; deliverance ſeems 
Roy R all the means of it appear 
— 3 inſufficient 


ng f ſelf. tighteous 

N ide, manifefting itſelf: in 4priouscircum- 

| ahces, tending all to Ueſpair ; uch as bit- 
ng that” we. Arg, thus and 

lat of a: perſon diſ- 

appointed, 4 becauſe we cannot be as we 
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inſufficient ; ; fo many things land in i 
way ; ; ſuch corruptions within, ſuch diff. 
culties without, ſuch guilt behind, the ſohl 
is ready to fink under the burden; almol 
determined to give all over for loft 5 
Hort, at ſuch ſeaſons, all ee 
to deſpair, under the eouiduct of een, 
belief, and ſatan. Such feafons' there n 

with many, who (where the goſpel is falt 
fully preached and received) a to 
ſeeking the ſalvation of cheir foülsa Aud dert 
it does not appear how arty can be ſaf 
them, while pride and unbelief are vl 
and the'devitisfo* rehdy at hand, as the ſcrip 
tures aſſure us he 178, 66 work wirkliches 
Neither is it conceivable HG Hncerd I 
ſhould' be at all times frex froth Gio volattion 

but by being kept under the "power of 1 
in daily deep huinility, and livety eee 
faith. It is through the defect of theſeg tha 
many have been kept in the diſtreſs T hn 
been deſcribing, for years together; : 7and 
that ſome in peculiar circumſtances bavefel 
e torment of ſoul. vo If | 
This i 1s one temptation to deſp Ne 9! Ki 
add a ſecond, namely, Horrid 
from the devil. Now this is A bee 

| which 
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which has its force, partly in the ſame — - 
and unhelief, and partly in ignorance. The 
devil takes the ſoul ſometimes by the advan- 
tage of the former temptation, and when 
the mind is oppreſſed with the formidable 


apprehenſrons already mentioned, adds to 


them his- on moſt fearful ſuggeſiipns; con- | 
ſiting of black-and-monſtrous things reſpett- 
ing Colle his deſign in them being to urge 
en farther towards deſpair, and when he can, 
to violent ꝓurpoſes. This he, dges at ſome 
times: But at other times, he avails him 
ſel, of the ignorance of ſincere people, fore- 
ing in upon the mind the moſt abſurd and 


monſtrouſly wicked imaginations; at which 


they; either miſtaking for their own thoughts, 


or taking to he their own. fins, are miſer- 


ably affrighteda, and they are often alſo 


driven by. them to a degree of diſtreſs, which 
deprives the 


. leaves them wager el: 102% anguiſh, and 
the deepeſt diſcouragement of Toul. It is 


pride, 


alm [t of . their- ſenſes, . and 


inbelief, and Ignorance, by which 
the devil obtains opportunity of caſting in 


theſe dark ſuggeſtions, and of raiſing by 
them ſuch a ſtorm of trouble 3: in the ſoul, as 
Dane but they, who have felt ; it are able even 


Ts . . 


2 heart, to graft bis. ſuggeſtions: upon 


Chriſt be. diffionoured by 
(through the prevaleney ot pri 


ſenſe and feeling it 
wonderfully ſupporting them, they know! 
not bow; andexerciſing them with uch pe- 
N and grace, as to themſelves are mol 


But is s this all? Does 


=: N E. KA WER E 


teißnerivb Nom whether the devil t * 
hold of pride andunbolief already ſet at work) 


thexolicor whether he takes: advantage of o 
ignoranoe, to ſtir up natural Pride and un, 
belief, and ſo put them inte action, the 
matter is nearly the ſame. Pride grows im. 
patient, and faich being weak lays little re. 
fixaint-upon-it ; ſo the foul is all in an ap- 
roar; peace is quite baniſheda and evitj 
thing ſecrts-1uſhing tothe very brink of del 
pair. . bog ed Hebt eit v5 40] bick 

Suck are che temptations under c CONIM A. 
tion. In which, ande de tricky; however 
asd he 
de anf ubs, 
lief for the prefent) yet he Hoth not futſali 
his diſtreſfed people ; but he iſtillkeeps 4b 
faith from utterly fangs While to thin m 
is quite: gone WI 


P og 


— 


culjar and critical diſpenſations of provi! 
on after and cool reflectiun 


he no more than pre: 
Err and ſupport them ? * think he 
in 


* ro SO ST IE: 


| Tun E- REFINE N | 10, 
thus lets ſatan, with his two blackeſt furies, 
pride and unbelf, looſe upon them without 
ſome gracious purpoſe ? No; he makes this. 
alſo, and many timus this rer 7, to- 
work for their good. But how: de you way. 
probably aſk 5 WEB ? 304 a. x 
1, He takes-cecaſionyby theſe temptations; . 
very much to humble the hearts of thoſe who 
are exerciſed: by them They grow more ſen- 
ſible, perhaps, Aan any other perſons what- 
ſoever, oft their Exceeding finfulneſs; and are 
laid lower abundantly before God. They are 
peculiarly: afraid of ſmy and have Pais Gra 
awful apprehenfions-of the .wrath and dife 
pleaſure of God q they uwngpinia' very expe- 
mental and ipraftical- manner their dyn 
inſufficiency land eaknefs; und are jealoums 
of doing any thelleaſt thing by which br 
might grieve the Holy Spirit, and: provoke 
their RAI 10 leave n to themſelves... 
Again, nm} en ehe 
2. > aa by theſe 
pode Sto let them ſee che pride; un- 
belief, and ſelf.will that is in them 44 
which, andifcovered, would neither" be las 
memes not -motifid,”" Before this; they 
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pe ions, abundantly to engage the heat 
v poſt's who Baye been oxerciſed by Hey 
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ſome ſmart diſcipline to bring 


— Heir true colours, as to be what in track 
they are, the moſt obſtinate and N 


perſon at leaſt thought himſelf on a, tol 
able footing: reſpetting them. But ven ii 0 
fſuch temptations, they have made their tr 


ure made minifeſt; che reſidence / of chen ł 


| Stead contended” againſt: in the ſpiriba 
"hearty 


A of all bur fins. But yet again, 44 


, 
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Ene not, it hay be; chat they badifo mug 
of theſe buſe mixtures in them, or did nd 
welktlow What unbelief mint. Theſea 

deep ſpiritdaf inichalties tr che ſol]. which 
lie in general far out of fight; and egit 
them nts, 
to force them I. ay to ſhaw themſebvrs e i 


—— 


A» „ oo 


ſins in the nature of: man. - ſuch 
temptations, ſuch pride; unbelief; a_d del 
will were not; it may be ſuſpected, and th 


ee ww KK. % og w- 


and proper appearance, and the effects d 
them have been found ſo exceedingly deſpe- 
rate; then their malignity and obſlinayy 


the heaft ib noted; they are lamented, 


repentande and prayer! As. being 
What indeed they ate, the greateſt and via 


247 The Lord e Chriſt takes oocaſion by thb 
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o an ſheer; and; value fox + the gaipely 
They are taught: by! their troubigs t ſog 
what athers perhapb only; talk of z, namely 
« that their help alonei ſtap get ha thin 
of the Lord who hath made heaven ang. fcarths = 
mat other help is all in vain; tu and, that "Ry 4, 
+: but one way of ſalvation for them. gen 
in & Chriſt, the Way the- Tenth, and. the 
life. They are taught hy, a- Searr ought 
experiendetthe warth of a Mug calted Ke 
dromen s. e eee | 
hands; they mhle and an 330086 WHARF 
they are found iniſuch ſale; keeping 
by with; tranſport of {pirits; “ 
Cod; we have waited-for po 15 15 Ws 
five us? Aucagain, TG " 99 
4: Chriſt takes occaſion by cheſ e te py dia. 
— to kill ily m is ; 
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Wl the aria — ui, joe rech ik 
them; "oc under which, all; pleaſure. maſt - x 
be lighter thaiz-vanity,, and a very burdens. 1 
To talk to them of comfort from worldly 
things, in the day of. their calamity 


the {ame thing; as ta att TY 4 x 
or 


vr = ry breath of i pi 
'1 they felt What others for W 8 . Foy 5 
, A "of t og 94 
i 4 e w e Na i 
Titer endete ward their reat” Walt, h 
eck firſt "the. kits dom f God tt 
anroc 12 ] 1515 will de -4þ 
a 4nd plimpe” of 


_ yas ch s and ; i fone date 
"World, e Ede Teayes'-theur Yi 
Hit „Bot oak et ee beer {hu 
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ow 5260 18 the! fig el 
| Khpotal, 1& | 
wn _ et mal.. And Y 12 

110 A110 oil ] CA 10 l. n aud? 
58 The Lord Chrift takes GCcdiHn by thai 

= temptations, to improve tt thoſe w | 
tried by them, a blefled-Tpirit' "of tee 
Self wilt Path. as it were, done ils h; 
6a Feat Kerr, and The whole fPifit is m6, 
Fon more gentle and mild, and akäge 
ahle. The creature hath learnt to be Tub- 
Mfixe under the hand of rovidente, quiet 
hen God Arikes him, wo ready” to leider 
ug What God calls for. He is ne 
le, ab 
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alſo to Nn en eolaeſhingils: 8 
erns of a 11 piritual a 99m he. ac acqui 
rith God's 4 diſpe nfati ns, of f bis ſpiic | 
waits with. PA oY orbieauon of: 
andthe growth þ of grore, He Shas m ng 
gentleneſs ig tus enger Ma Wilt 
Like bis blefſed Maſter; he is not forward. to 
open his mouth; he rat ler takes gr ſuffers 
wrong; yields his own Way an  humo! 2 ur. to 
others.; and is in all things kind a id. cande- 
ſcending. In ſhort, the, edge of, his natural 
ſelf-willedneſs. is taken away ; the height of 
his lofty looks i is brought low the unruli- 
neſs of his ſpirit is broken; his ſpiritual | 
troubles have helped him forward in rus 35 
and genuine meekneſß. 41 

Thus you. ſee, or may ſee, how, or in in what 
manner, Chriſt turns the 1 55 ro the- dene- 
mjcs of hig e upgn. themſelyeg; 
from. the whole, of hat hath en 
may make thig pl —— manch, Mü 5 
lnce it is in dhe pride and unheligt bol ur 
hearts, that theſe grievous , temptations avs 
their main foundation, our Nee nil 
tans, is, to improve and have, a, h 
ſenſe of ourſelves, and a lively, leuſe pf, God's : 
DSP: Awards zus in, t by;oybich 


alone 
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Kone it ſhall come to Ei then n 
preſerved from finning when we are th 
tempted, or be in the way of 0 
9 Sleſling from or by.the cempraton l 
It may not be proper to Liſmiſsa diley 
1 of this fort” without remarking, that 
temptations you have heard deſcribed, 
not the effect of what people are apt 0 4 
"melancholy; a term indeed now.. d day 
very liberally beſtowed-on all true and fn 
_ ous religion. If a man is brought 20a f 
-uſe of his reafonable facukies, -and b 
Ho I Gare dere on bee hogs 00 hl 
Himſelf to ſeek it in the only way in vl. 
it can be obtained by Raich in Chriſt, ul 


Az endeavours to live according to the pit . p fl 
F of his goſpel, preſently the cry i . 


man is melancholy ; he is always 2 
bible; he talks of nothing but tlie fe, 

tures.” Ah! would God I could — 
ſeized with this melancholy, if-it muſt be 
called i I am ſure it would bring you will 
- Joy and peace in the end. But ſorhe of 5 
will fay, perhaps, No; we do not An 
man melancholy for being a ſober, fe 
- chriſtian; but you will not deny, that wil 
E 5. have been 2 i not very co 
bon 


— 


weible. te bu lat 1 
anity a warfare; Ur i «$7 


not. —— : 
God is a liat, add G6d-s wordl ista lie, frem 
one end töne cher; he ff Ehfi ut) be u 2 
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warfare; theilt“ Wbere 1b tile ⸗Wottddef That the by 
iriftiSh wrrf6f MOul FRAY have enenm 
bent with?" or Khaf three Huld brag! Hit 
into troubles? Whit tHe oi 7 Dil net 
al ”the [9tious% cor Nate the apt les, "this 


chi telle x _ 

y of mavtyrs, Ebbe chen thin 

caſt Blame Jen itt >" becanſe * 
s men | "gn? or AW ear?! ou raiſe 
Qio! 85 o | 25 off 1 beca ſe there _ 

are enemies in the wav (the very thing he is 

ect) who bring 


tug ht in "God? 1 e ex expea 227 ns | : 3 
ifficul= - * 


the chr foldier i into fate 4 
tics?” or why will yu call that madneſs or 
Melancholy, whith 3 is but the genuine con- 


ſequerice of 'a man's "having to deal, (as, i A 
the bible'be Gas, every chititian bath); with = 
ſpiritual, yet xeal « Enemies, "who are Sn 3 
active, malicious, yet moſt powerful? The El 
truth and fact is, they who falk at this. rate 
are the very perſons who, in "outward | pro- 
feſſion, 6 being harneſſed, as David ſa; VS» | 
A „and carrying bows, turn themlelves back” * 
K . 
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the day of battle.” They know they engl 
but they know alſo they dare not look the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil in the fact 
in the cauſe of Chriſt. In this caſe, 7 
judge, I pray you, how the great Captain 
of falvation will receive you at the laſt day; 
you, I fay, who, though you have. called 
yourſelves his, have yet given up' bid, caule 
into the hands of his enemies! Oh, in the 
name of God, let us look forward to that 
day, when © they that ſleep in the duſt ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſometi 
n and everlaſting e 2 Amen. 
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SERMON. vi. 


a By faith Abwddiin lien hs Was had 
offered up aac : And he that received 
the promiſes offered up his A IN | 
fon,” Heb.” xi. 2. N 


I. FN kiſtory to FO theſe + 1 
we find the Almighty giving out an in- 
junction to the patriarch Abraham, of a 
very fingular, and to natural apprehenſion 2 
rery aſtoniſhing nature; no leſs than to im- 
brue his hands in the blood of his only Son, 
and to offer him up for æ burnt-offering. 
Now we, as reaſonable creatures, can no 
otherwiſe account for this extraordinary 
command, or reeoncile it with. the perfections 
of God, than by ſuppoſing that he meant to 
illuſtrate by it the obedience, and to ad- 
rance the ſpiritual good of his ſervant ; and 
xccordingly we find it. : So © Abraham be- 
ing proved was found faithful.” By this 
trial his faith in God was abundantly con- 
firmed; he gave the glory to God by it, — 
Cod was highly glorified 1 in ba +; 4147 
This is the Point I now have in vier 
| SS: 5 from 
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112 THE REFINE 1 
from theſe a. ; even to ſhew, that by 
ſearching trials of the graces of his.pevple it 
is, that the Head of the church greatly py. 
rifies and exalts them in holineſs. | By put. 
ting the grace that is in us to trial, he ven 
highly improves it, and by this ſubdues the 
influence of corrupt nature. It may be p pro- 
per to exemplify this in ſome . Its 
ſtances: As, | 
-  Fnſt, He ſometimes brings the. bei 
into ſharp trials of his faith, that by them hi 
may the more diſengage his heart from. the 
Jove of worldly things.. In proof of which 
the ſtory of Abraham before us directly x pn. 
577 itſelf to us. 
Iſaac was the child a the promaila, i 
whe child with whom God-had declared bo 
would eftabliſh the covenant he had mad 
with Abraham. This, I ſay, was the ven 
word of the promiſe a year before the chili 
was born; neither could Abraham ſo mud 
as think, that in:anather Iſaac whom Gol 
might give him, there ſhould be a reſtoring 
of the promiſe. and covenant ; for he knev 
that the promiſe was made, and the cove 
nant after him intailed on this very Ifaz0 


who ſhould be born unto him at the ſet time 
=; | 1 nee 


THE REFINER 23 
next year: the proof, therefore, to which 
Abraham's faith was called was no other 
than this; namely, that he ſhould believe 
God would, becauſe he had ſaid ſo, maxe 
that very Iſaac whom-he was about to ſacri- 
fice the heir of promiſe ; the very perſon by : 
whom God would make Abrabam and Sarah 
the father and mother of nations. 

Now this; it muſt be owned, was putting 
his faith to the proof indeed l For how great 
was this. ſeeming impoſſibility F «© — * 

might Abraham well ſuggeſt to himſelf, “is 
to be the father of many nations yet now 1 
am by the command of God, to put him to 
death; but he accounted, ſay the ſeriptures, 
that God was able to raiſe him up even 
from the dead ;!” and without doubt, there- 
fore, he expected that he would do ſo, be- 
cauſe he knew, and was firmly perſuaded, 
that God's word muſt 22847 he put his 
hand therefore, with a degree even of chear= 
_ to the knife to _ his. uſp Moog: 
8 
But what, you will ſay again, coals pole 
bbly be God's s deſign in this? Why, hetells 
us himſelf, © it was to femps Abraham" 
that 3 is to try and prove him, But was nd. 
X - = 


| 
1 
1 
| 
| 
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you will ſay again, any mark of God's ove 
to Abraham? Aſſuredly it was. Abr ham 
was the father of the Faithful; hemuſt there. | 
4 be, aud he was, a moſt. eminent e- 
ample of faith. So God, by a variety of | 
diſcipline, wrought up this grace of faith in 
bim to. an amazing height; but in no in- 
Nance did the power of the ſpirit) work ſo 
mightily upon him, as in this laſt trial, which 
was a noble concluſion of his extraordinary 
' fe... By this laſt trial his faith was exalted 
to the fulleſt afſurance ; to. a. pitch, it id 
plain, to which it had. not: yet riſen; ab ap- 
pears; by his fear not long before forcing him 
to the practice of a.downright lie in- Egypt. 
and by: his. ſinful unbelief, when God firſt 
made known to him his Purpoſe of Biying | 
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him a child by. Sarah. 


The love of liſe and the love, of cas hb | 


their placein. Abraham, as well as others; 3:06 


had unbelief to maſter as well. as we; and | 
you muſt alſo belieye him more than man; 
if you imagine the command he had to ſa 
cnhce his ſon, did not put his faith in God, 
as well as his parental tenderneſs to the ful- 
leſt proof, and raiſe ſuch objections on the 


hide of nature, as, made the trial as 5 neceſſary 
- | 
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1E REFINER: 2 
for his own ſoul as it wasfor the gory of oß di- 
vine grace. PHE: 

But is AbrahaiGngular i in \ this ? ; is our 
faith for inſtance ſo ſtrong, as to have ex 
cluded all doubt, in all and in every caſe 7 
And is the object of it,, the bleſſed God, ſa: 
near and dear to our hearts, as-to have. diſ- 

engaged us-(the beſt of us) from all creature 
love? Need we not alſo, if we know. any 
thing yet as we. ought to know,, that our 
faith ſhould be proved. and put to thoſe. 
trials, which, by, co-gperatitig grace, might 
lrengthen, advance, and exalt us to greater 
victory over the world? We certainly have 
need of it, and. we certainly alſo, if we are 
Chriſt's people, have in various. mene | 
received ſuch gracious trials. = 

Look back, believers, and. you nil foe. in 1 
your ordinaxy courſe, ,that from the. world,- 
and the things of it, a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of trials have ariſen to you, which have 
bew n you your unbelief, your ſecret re- 
ſpect to b conſiderations; under which, 
nothing but grace quickening your faith in 
Cod, and your faithfulneſs to him, could 
zive you any ſupport; and by the continual 
aud unayoidable. e of which, you have 
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was the iſſue ?' Why, at length how bold 
was Moſes become to look Pharoah in the 


L arte deliver God's +" 


1 THE REFINER: 
found increaſe, in thoſe happy and d vind 


diſpoſitions of heart: And your caſe alſo 4 


faithful, believers muſt be very peculiay, if 
you have not at one time or other been kal 
led to extraordinary trials of faith in the 
way of your duty. If you have known fes. 
fons not unlike this of Abraham, when God 
command lay heavy upon you, driving) you 
to ſuch a ſtrait, that you muſt either renounce! 
Ehrift, or the love of your worldly eaſe, in 
tereſt, reputation, character, or ſomething 
or other which is as the darling of your nu. 
tural heart. But again, to the point in view, 


Secondly, Chriſt ſometimes puts us upon 


uch one's of our faith; as wonderfully dif. 


engages us from the fear of. man The 
was plainly a great deal of the fear of mat 
in the heart of Moſes; perhaps a great deal 
more than he thought. of, when the Lon 
appeared unto him to ſend him to 


Egypt 
in order to bring out God's people and his 


brethren from their flavery there, This 
you may ſee at large in the third and fourth 


chapter of the book of Exodus. Vet what 


EE Tp 


IJ 7. E E K* E F 1 N E. R. I 17 
* " . ſubmiſſion to it. And what then ſhould . 
abe the reaſon of this great change ?. What 
K. hould-render him, who before was ſo fit. 
1: {fully backward at God's command, by and 
by ſo undaunted, as, in the language : of 
„ cnipture, © not to be afraid at- the wrath 
c the king? Why, the one only reaſon 


was, his faith was incranſed and ſtrengthen- 
ed, God had work for him to do; he 
orders him to do it; Moſes durſt not, as the 
wicked, diſobey 41 but his faith was weak; 
he had no great courage to go; he went, 
however, trembling faith got the better of 
fear, and in the end ſo ſtrangely prevailed, ; 
that Moſes became bold as a lion. 
Now,, therefore, will any. man ſay, that 
this ſevere trial of his faith was not a great 
blefing to Moſes? Or, if he had not been 
brought into it, that he would not have re- 
mained: of / the ſame fearful ſpirit that cauſed 
him at firſt to fly from Egypt? yet when he 
vas called to go to ſo great a man as Pharoah, 
to carry a meſſage ſo diſagreeable to him, 
and therefore ſo dangerous to the meſſenger, 
he found, I ſay, great pleadings in his heart 
apainſt it; without queſtion he found him- 
elk diſputing ; „Why ſhould:I be ſent on 
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this dane rather than another * Mess a 
J at preſent far enough out of harms way; 
and why muſt I be the perſon that muſt be 
thruſt into ſuch a buſineſs: as this d. No 
. doubt alſo he was wiſhing earneſtly to he 
excuſed ; and chis indeed appears from the 
pretences he made: Who am I. ſaith he 
to God, chat I ſhould go unto Pharoab, that 
 F ſhould bring forth the children of- * 
out of Egypt f No ſooner is this preten 
anſwered, than be inftanthy- propoſes a 
ther: « They will not believe me, lach by 
nor hearken unto my voice. And when 
that alfo 1 is fhlenced, ſtill he bath anotherat 
hand: I am not fit for the work, faith he 
I am flow of ſpeech and of flow tongue. 
And when neither that ean be admitted 
out he comes (ſo to ſpeak) very blunth Wii 
« Oh, my Lord, ſend I pray hee by, the 
hand of him whom thou wilt ſead;'> The 
fenſe is, * any body rather than me, I de 
not care to go, nd enn by. Thing 
other,” | 4 

Now ſay, had FI * Lend taken bim at; 
Bis word, what had Moſes gotten by it ? or: 
what would have helped him over the ſinful 
bears of his own heart ? Why, notfling-1 in 


cCleater 
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clearer to thoſeavho. have the knowledge we . 
Cod, than that Moſes in this caſe would 
have forſaken his own mereies: he would, 

J fay, if God would have ſuffered him; 

have forſaken his own mercies: but ſince 

the command of God was peremptory, and 
God would mot diſcharge him from it, he had 
grace enough to go, in which he ſhewed 
himſelf the ſervant of God, though it was, 
you find, with trembling. And you have 
bed in the iſſue how wonderfully this proof 
and exerciſe of his faith wrought to the a- 
bundant- ae of his heart From | 
laviſh fear. 
And now, I leave. ow to Sunrfilew 0 
judge, as many of you I mean as have 
acquaintance with a work of grace within 
you, whether when you have been called to 
ſelf-denying duty of ſuperior moment, yo 
haye not found the fears of Moſes, and the 
very ſame pleadings in your hearts which he 
made before God ? 1 wonld afk further alſo, 
whether theſe fears have not ſometimes fo 
far prevailed, as to cauſe you in ſome ſort 
to decline duty? And when they have, 
whether you have not in conſcience been 


unfaithful to * own fouls by ſuch dif- 


obedience, 
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e encouraging! Abele 0 To you 
| Whereas when conſcience ſtood faſt, anf 
you have gone to bee no matter with boy 
much fear and trembling), you have the 
infallibly gained a victory over -'yourldfy 
Faith hath gained ground, and fear hath lol 
it; and that ſo much the more » the 
Hath been ſevere and preſſing. T 
it is, that by the care and ive: F Chriſt 
his people have always their reward in the | 
labour; for the duty they do, he is 
to pay them thus in hand, and Be 20 
Io orders it, that his glory and bi 1 7 i ; 
tereſt go forward together, hes cx 4 

What hath been now ſhewn concerning 
the love of the creature, and the fear of ta 
might be made appear with like evidence il 


all other caſes ; but I will mention one — ; 
_ 4nſtance only, in which the being: brow ug 


to trying duties muſt e our 
in grace; and that i is, c 

Thirdly, That it is a ſignal u means _ mo 
tifying the love of man's eſteem. We il 
naturally love the praiſe of men more thaſ 
the praiſe of God. Nay, and when 1 
— there it a ſad bankering within i 
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any ching, under grace, of his own heart, : 
knows this: He perfectly knows, I ſay, for 
inſtance, that he does not at all want to make | 

a ſhew of religion, (as a world at enmity | 
againſt God will call all real. profeſſion 77 
Chriſt) but that. were he to hearken to his 1 
Porn heart's ſuggeſtions, he would Laurel 
i hide it through ſhame, and lo keep fair 4 is 
thoſe that are not yet friends to real and 
vital chriſtianity. But Chriſt will not have 

the matter to lie, here; every one profeſſing 
themſelves to be his, ſhall one time or other 

be brought to own or diſown him. At one 
time or other therefore, he brings all who. / 
ate his to a point. Here, ſaith he, is my 
kingdom; let the world know by your 
conduQ that you belong to it. Here are 

my people; acknowledge, own, and love - 
them, What anſwer. do you make? Are 
you againſt us or for us? Nay but if you 
forbear to own us through ſhame, we are 

not to enquire, you are againſt us. Oh! 
here, alas, how many fail! Is it not fo i ? Is 

it not a common caſe, that many would 
more openly own Chriſt, but that they, are 
albamed to do ſo? I doubt not, I doubt 

not, but many a conſcience here, is even 
* now 


— 


now bearing teſtimony to the truth of this 
- They would endeavour and aim to walk in 


know their caſe is bad, but what can they 


can carry the eſteem of the world along with 
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Chriſt, as they have him for example; but 
they are aſhamed, they dare not; they 


do? they dare not at preſent; they think 
hereafter, and in other circumſtances they 
ſhall do better; they ſhall not be ſo 3 
laughed at, or ſhall not ſo much need to: 
mind it if they are. "177 EE 

Thus they deceive, and continue to „. 
ceive their own ſouls; they come near to 
the kingdom of God, but do not enter into 
it; and will not go to heaven, unleſs they 


them. But this, praiſed be the grace of 
God, is not the caſe of all: the truly hum- 
bled, however they feel, will not yield to 
their ſhame, but ſince it is their duty to 
own Chriſt, they will do it, let what ſhame, 


or whatſoever reproach will follow. They 
will, I ſay, own him, but do not miſtabe . 
here, I do not mean by owning, talking al | 
bout religion, or prating about Chriſt, but 
what I mean is, they will do what he | bids f 


them, however particular, or however ſingu- 9 


lar it makes them, they will follow bim, and 
| f | not 
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not the cuſtoms and ways of the world: 
and they will abitain from all practices which 
bring diſhonour on him, and give offence 
to his people. This the ſouls truly humbled 
by the power of grace will do, and they will 
not be beaten out of it, by all the authority 
of cuſtom on the one hand, nor by all the 
ridicule, ſhame, or reproach with which you 
can load them on the other. 

Now theſe, the Bible declare are Chriſt's 
true diſciples ; they on or confeſs Chriſt 
before men; and they have Chriſt's expreſs 
promiſe, that he will therefore confeſs or 
own them before his F ather which is in 


heaven. But yet in the mean time, they 
frequently find, notwithſtanding, a ſecret 


and undue deſire after worldly eſteem ; are 
charging themſelves daily with it, and pray- 


ing earneſtly for deliverance from it. Well, 


and Chriſt certainly hears them. And how 
then, think you, doth he anſwer their pray- 
ers, and ſet their ſouls in a larger room ? 
Why, times ninety- nine out of a hundred, 
he calls on them to make a more open pro- 
feſſion; he brings them into difficult circum- 
Aances, where they cannot decline it with 
any good conſcience. He bids them come 
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Chriſt 


proved, ſo corruption is mortified 19 fri 


| make trials of grace a ſpecial means of in- 
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forth and cone forward; 3 an makes a. 
ſenſible there is no een back, * though 
their hearts perhaps ardently long to havel 
fo. In this great trait they call on him fo; 
help; he ſtrengthens them they do ng 
deny him and what is the iſſue ? even thi, 
they find the eſteem of the world in great 
ſubjection; and they are enabled to act mote 
"and more in the ſpirit of the * genre 60. net 
or any way aſhamed of 1 — N if 


Doubtleſs all this is ſo. Aw u Pee 


diſcipline. And while ſome my ſtrangeh 
think that they have no ſhame for Chil} 
becauſe in truth they have never made at 
profeſſion of his name, others may ta de t 
themſelves this comfort; that the mot 
ſhame they ſuffer' for Chriſt without, the 
leſs powerful abundantly will the dread jþ 


t be within. 
Thus then does the Head of the chard 


proving his people in grace; and we mij 
properly conclude what hath been ſaid, bo 
theſe t two remarks : & . 

1, Thi 


T H E. REFINER.. ung; 

1; That it is as great a folly as a fin, for 
us chriſtians to deſire, in any degree, to be 
dur own directors, and that for this plain 
reaſon, becauſe we fhould certainly chooſe, 
in that caſe, to be excuſed from theſe trying 
duties, which we have now ſeen are ſpecial 
rouchſafements or means for our advance- 
ment in ſanctification. Would Abraham, 5 
think you, have choſen to ſacrifice' his ſon, 
his only fon, with his own hands? Or had 
Moſes been left to his own guidance, would 
he have ſet. himſelf to go upon the errand - 
on which God ſent him ? Or again : Should 
any of us, think you, were we at our own 
liberty, fall in with ſuch ways, in the diſ- 
charge of our duty, as would bring us to 


they and we, ever remember, are men, not 
angels; ſtill, in a+ meaſure, fallen - ſons of 
fallen Adam: And let it then be our wiſdom, 
a5 it is our duty, to deſire that God may direct 
us, for that he beſt knows what is beſt for 
us, This is one remark ; and the other is, 
2. That fince Chriſt makes the greateſt 
trials of grace. the greateſt means of improv- 
ing in it, we may not therefore, as chriſtians, 
be ſo much our own enemies, as to decline 
„„ any 


ſhame in the eye of the world? No, no: 
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any duty, through ſhame or fear of fail 


trials; that were preſumption, and bath 
Promiſe from God of a bleſſing... But whe 
duty evidently calls we muſt obey ; oth 
_ wiſe, by diſobeying, we not only rob Gy 
of his glory, but ourſelves of the intendd 
bleſſing- The ſum is, obedience to G0 
will, according to his- written word, ist 
. compaſs by which we ought to ſteer; 
warping a little from it, we may eſcape] 
trial, but we ſhall certainly miſs a rewar 
by keeping to it, God will- keep us; a 
though it may, nay it will, bring us in 
ſome diſtreſſing circumſtances, yet never ſi 
it bring us into any, in which we ſhall f 
be graciouſly ſupported, and which _y i 
in the end work for our ſpiritial ge 
* | Keep cloſe therefore, with God's 
will, the word of his truth: there lies i 
"wiſdom. N ever deviate from that on i 
conſideration. That, and that alone, i 154 
courſe which can bring you ſo to © la 
your fruit unto holineſs, as to have 70 
end everlaſl ing life,” Amer, 7 
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2 1 he fall, ba hall not be utterly 
caſt down; for the Lon - upholdeth him 
with his ar Plalm 3xxvii. : Ste 


FTE have in theſe monds a moſt Ant 3 
VV table declaration of God's tender 
care e of, and watchfulneſs over his: people. 
Though they may fall into fig. he doth not 
give them up to its power, but graciouſly. 
recovers them from 1 * And if thus, he 
does not ſuffer them © to be utterly caſt 
down ;' if he © upholds them with his. 
hand,“ we cannot then queſtion, but that 
he makes even theſe their falls to work for 2 
their ſpiritual good. 4 
This, — one of thoſe means * 
all-wiſe Head of the church makes uſe of to 
ſandtify his people. To this great purpoſe, bp 
I ſay, he over-rules even their falls into fin... 
Ihe people of God, though regenerate, 
are liable to fall into ſin. This cannot be 
denied, for if it were, the conſequence would 
be, as far as ſcripture example can teach us, 


that there hays been no ſuch * as- 
__ 
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have been truly regenerate. Noah in his 


lie. It is hard to ſay of David, whether be 
was moſt notable for his ſins, or for his re. 


but afterwards in a full enjoyment of all Ku 


through fear of the circumciſion; The: truth 
indeed is, truly regenerate perſons are only 


the natural, as well as the new and ſpiritual. 


and their will is but too ready to: cloſe with 
its motions; and which alſo it would always 0 


them, by the immediate, actual, and power- 
ful operation of the ſpirit of God. When, 
therefore, there is not a ſtrict watchfulneſ ; 
| kept over the body of fin, and its motion 
are not inſtantly rejected; when the natu- 


lean on the arm of God, then temptation 
coming. corrupt 1 nature (ﬆ is th nature of 


% 


— 


fecurity fell into very groſs ſins; and ſo did 
righteous Lot after him; and Abraham 
once and again, not only told, but ated; 
pentance. Peter not only denied his Maſter, 
furniture of grace and gifts; fell into à Vaſe 


compliance with the fears of his“ heart, 


but in part renewed, and have in them ſtill 


principle. The body of ſin dwells in them. 


do, were it not that it is ſupported againſt 


ral pride of our own. ſtrength has gained 
ſecret aſcendency, and of courſe we do not 
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it) riſes up to join with it, the unſupported 
will conſents, and fin is brought forth. So. 
that unleſs it ſhould be made appear (which 
yet it cannot) that in regeneration, the whole 
body of fin is quite conſumed and done 
away, it cannot but be, that the people of 
God, in this world, are liable te fall into 
fn, But the point before us in to bew, 
that Chriſt takes occaſion by-theſe-very ins. 
of his ſervants, to to advance their conqueſt 5 

over it. I am not however inſenſible how 
ready, careleſs,” and natural · perſons will be 
to ſcreen theinſelves with tlie thought that 
the beſt fin. And if fo, why bit not | 


with others? And therefore 

peaking of the point before us, it vill be 
exceedingly proper to have this poor pre- 
tence continually in view: and to make'it 
plain that the uneonverted ſinner hath not 
the leaſt ground of hope from the falls of 
thoſe converted by grace, becauſe,” from be 
ginning to end, their caſes totally vary. 

To proceed to explain this matter, there- 
fore, in both theſe views, let us take the 
caſe of Peter in denying Chriſt, for our 
guide and pattern, adding, as occaſion ſhall- 
: he, 
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be, ſome illuſtrations from the li of 
David. The endeavour being to ſhew fron 
Peter's caſe eſpecially, what goes befor q 
and what. follows after. the falls of God! 
people; and in both caſes, let us alſo cot 
ider, from the inſtance of Judas in betray; 
ing his Maſter, what goes before, and hi 
follows after; in the fins of natural and 1 
g regenerate men. FE E 0 
' Firſt, then, it appears, ind that evident) | 
from the caſe of Peter, that the people | 
God, before they fall into ſin, Bars lol | 
much of their godly fear of heart throug 
ſelf-confidence. « Lord, ſaith Peter 1 at 
ready to follow thee, not only to priſon, bi 
to death; and though all ſhould: for{al 
thee, yet will not I.“ Now this was talk 
ing at a very high, and I believe we mul 
add, a very ignorant rate. There wart 
ſenſe or knowledge of the power of the bol 
of ſin in this. It was not talking: like on 
who had been told; that RW Chil 
he could do nothing.“ No; but Peter 
caſe was this: Peter 8 evidently left : 
for Chriſt's ſake; as Chriſt's follow: | 
| doubtleſs had fafered. the reproach. of lil 


3 queſtion,, had many time 
| bold | 
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joldly ood up in the face of Chrids ene 
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ame whereſoeyer his Maſter had ſent him 
and it is paſt diſpute his caſe. was, I ſay, 
hat he was lecretly puffed up with. all, this. 
Vhat, he fall, who had ſtood ſo long, and 
Jone fo much! He-that had owned Chriſt 
o often, ſhould he now deny him through 
ear? Thus it is, that through long experi- 
nce of God's keeping them, his people are 
ont to Joſe that fear of falling: to be ſe- 
retly puffed up, as if there were little or 
0 queſtion of (at leaſt) their acquitting 
hemſelves well. And this is the firſt ſtep 
u them towards falling into fin, and a ſure 
orerunner of ſome ſhameful W to fol- 
S 7. -- 

herons. The next fiep is a | lothful 
egligence, which always goes cloſe at the 
heels of this fearleſs ſelf- confidence. Riſe 
nd pray,“ ſaith.our Lord to Peter in this 
ate expreſsly, © leſt- ye enter into tempta- 
ion,” What need is there ? is in effect 
he anſwer Peter gives; there is no danger 
ny eyes are heavy, 1 will lay me down and 
leep a little. Thus it is, that ſelf- conſi- 
lence makes believers, all -believers, ſlack 
"" BT - 


ore 


ies had gone out and preached in his 


b and Veils i in their hike lutiess then 
. grows a+ coldneſs Over their h ran dee 
ip iritual - defire and working the fle 
Farmer do not make a tout: baten 
they do not rouſe themſelves up to | 
meditation, and other means obigraces. 0 
they do ngt ſee their need of at uſual; 


We llethfulneſs being indulge 
che e 


Third place, Bggets inſephhulity, 

- repeated exhortatigns made,ng, ſogt ok, 
»Pfoflion ap. Peter z. af tgll thes, K = 
_Iprpthe, eock; crow. twige, e | 
e e nen ä L | | 
ing thag, U gt 
= 19.00 255 
| 
| 55 {it . 11 | | 
"7 wit all of f us. _ When p hach 
us Hochful, Noth makes us, ** blen 
bear and read the Len ol God, as eur, 9 
and heard it not—warnings do not v 


e df do not alarm 118—expoſt 
Jations do not quicken us. the wore 
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* this Fora _ then follows, 

Fourthly, A heedleſs running into temp- 
tation. What buſineſs had Peter in the 


high-prieſt's hall ? Did his Maſter command 


him to be there? or was he called there by 
any duty? He was not come to own his 
Maſter ; to ſtand by bim in the hour of 
darkneſs, if poſſibly he might be of any ſer- 
rice, He was not come, I ſay, on this ac- 
count, as is abundantly evident from the 


event, Wherefore then came he? 1 15 | 


he came it is plain, gut of curioſty. 
came to « ſee the end—urhat they would do 
vith Jeſus.” - And thus, even thus it is 
vith us alſo when 
ve are grown flothful; and are fallen. into 
ſecurity and iaſenſibility. L * the f 

Lord knows we are abungantly, li 
then being off our guard, we. venture into 


needleſs temptations,” at the inſtance. of one 


bad thing or another ; whether it be vanity, 


or dlenels, or pleaſure, or pride, gr. cover- 


auſneſs, &c. And. ſb hence follows, 
Laſtly, The fall. And in truth, to 1 re- 


turn to ouĩ 2 what elſe could be ex- 
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through ſelf-confidence 
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pected from Peter? Every 'v ay he FS 
ready and prepared to fall. He bach Hot 
the ſtrength of Godto: keep him T Bis le. I 
| —_—— had” cafried bill int6: er Way-of 
1 1 buoy cbid, lifeleſb And 
1 87 eto all ppretebbivier 
e final/reſult Was, that he'dal | 
7 0 * ati!” that with Nach f 
Erre CR a bs f fear, 48) would! — 
| CP wonder, bike Knots not his ewniheart; 
how the contlifert” Peter could 'De!ibrbught 
fo Vely 10% THS was "the progreſs"of $t, 
Peter's fins but yet after all; it 'was*but 
the inffrmity cla child of Ged. It was 1 
fh a Hin ef lüflramty, not a fin of maſiz/ 
nity, 9 a delibefat&fin! hot 3 à ſin of eon«: 
tetmpt. Ife war brought into it Sf id 
kis'geheril « burle bod Pürpofe, dad chef 
| _— not ah alldwed' practice bf matt 
rp tron. "Phertfore; every anti | 
rſs ne was à remote atid quite conti 
| 115 from the condułt of Judas in berrhys 
Maſter; and which "wilt eigen 
j Pet by che bare enumefation 6f* ſiith! 
circumſtances, as are kno- n to precede the 
fin of Judas. Þ Ys colin von 
81 "Firſt, 'While' the general <durſe and pur. 
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pale of Peter's, heart was for Chriſt, the 
grand and. babitual purpoſe of. the heart = 
Judas: was for the world. « He was a thief,“ 


it is expreſsly aid, ai. covetous worldling ; ; 
and therefore. hen. he determined to ſell _ 
Chriſt; he did it las iti is ſaid the devil makes 5 


les) ic of his on; aut of that ungodly 


principle that is of; natural * and 


corctouſneſs,, xthich had at heart, damjpion 


over him Butnnam this, did not Peter. 


The bent-@f HN hen, wag, Fuite , egg 


trryways and hey ag artfully ang ip fen 


drawn; vaway of, his lufls; and, ZENLICEGp 


Wherefare the Grit, fert Gin, Miche yore; 
generates joithe gaturaligvih debre, of Oy 
wturab heart. BU again b o 
Segen Re 
avesoninets of Judes's heart, ch mg ved 
bim, at kbe-denili's inftance, deliberately 10 
geriſe and, dets — 5 of, the 
Foid:oblifens * did not eteriing upon 
Th 


it, for abe lake, of committing: ſin, but for 


tae lame reaſon that others, like him, at han 
day fin zugt the inſtance of, their; natural 


lulls—in big, caſe, of .covetouſneſs 
likely without ſo much as conſidęri 2 — 5 


ve fin, there was incifawhether it erg more 
| 2 Or 
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dA. A natural and nyegenérate ) met 
Being led along out of the evit! meaſure 4 
| * nen b. 0 id 


e 1d cr N 
ies 8 anatiohst ür HWI ötNe 14d; 
ae den ey 4 9 


Bra 7 by! che getedefullels If 
foint unfecwIgR of berger Uſe elem 
fbreetf pom it eee 
temptation. Peted GY Hbfdeliberaely d 
Hine cn Men ERriff. Nothing a iÞpKiin, 

Wah fart Rar Troftb the'tt 5UTH tx 

Ny, as far 4 Be Hp ir ic pvidete peſt 

fully determined not” to dhννεE A ſell. 

ſufcteitt and bver-coHcdent wept in th 

ſpeR! betigthe very cauſe of His m Hui 
| 5 8 1m 4 PICs e Sf ON mim hovorq' -28hu], 
oe irdly, Peter did not ge - into is 6 

cntemptucuſſy, as Judas did. He did 
indeed hearken to warnings given him: Ii 

hy did he not * What, becauſe he wa 

WL 8 determined 
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i wk Chriſt lar} 5 
or ratber, was, it not expreſsly becauſe he 
thought he ſhould never denn him on any ̃ 
acbonut, ind therefore, needed no warning 
on that bek it nPW.3t/ Was the part of: 
ſudas utterly-$0- daforte this: Maſteris.warn- 
ings, becauſe-he was bent on betraying jm 
Whether what Chriſt ſaid to him age 2 
his confcienge ex not, it is lain, 
fed upon the thing z;{o- beds Ni ns 

and ufd uh reprogf 


of God; xhoy-go on in + thei fin contemp- 
tuouſly; my meaning is, gping, dn t do 
what they will, they make no. account of 
God's commantl xeſpecting it. . 


And- now, without farther Ipgrefe ift 
any man judge whether. Judas could take the 
leaſt-countehance. from, Peter's ſin. Petey, - 
by the veryi manner ofjhis being,drawn,into | 
this ſin, appeaus to have been a belicuerc 
And every: ſtep towards the tranſgreſlign, of - 
Judas, proved him to be an abiolute.infidgh. 
So true is it, that the unregenerate do no- 


thing as do the children of God; they can 
A, if I hat be. allowed lo 10 ſpeak, even 
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wks lender B But . Selb inn; 
Wherefore; i» 190 e 3% tale, ad . as 
Having Ine you the fteps by ich uh 
Eehiltirens of-God hie. drawry ito iſi Aga 
Kim, [fromthe baſt of Peter, oanck whatribe 
vhitdras Sethe Ae have no cauſetocſtabe 
bud GUper from it from the caſe f July: 
now perhaps for the preſent bel | 
ante wichwofornlas it is hoped}: with 
earl Tom Ebel kb bebn ſaid “ Abc, 
_ 18 cht app ENA from the baſe; of -St. cet 
chat \beliciers (bud berrerpleavefut Il 
4 Kuti he, under contend fetife of ther di 
Dy If Their 2chature:.! lat Pet 
Godtelthis,: his falbwoulds furely have "tem 
Ptefomed's bun bst, pride dent ini 
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work de ate Weak, Te 
that We ave ſo in oi oct 
that © we are ſtrong in the Lord Bil 
How then ſhall we walk humbly under | 
lenſe of our weakneſ#? Why this, I ſay, i 
A 3 e 


18 2 wo cannot 45 ee 
as we ſee what we are in Ace e „Te 
x muck-talking bf the al 
world, but very: lietle, 1 Kang Bol — 
of the wantsof it νeẽ,rx Attie ſenſe, 1 Aay, 
ef the abſolatewant of gracey becauſe. of the | 
infolnefsof uf nature; always pro | 
us to every! fin; and ready to fide Rill-with 
every temptation: 2-Bat-now-a' zeal humble 
mah actalhy dots ſreithe ſſeeds of alli ſin l- 
| ing 0 his u tural 2 they are 
always at work nayzhbdtalfd that they maſt 
weren dene, paweifer: wilt de ches 
6 Teſtrh them uche therefore” thinks, 
mile think" thableveryi · trial is; Allet 40 
3 N mon _ and the 
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— with Sve — 
indeed be looking up for ſtrength in the 
eonſciouſneſs , of our own - iinfiflicieney. 
And comfortable experience wilbin that cnfe 
convincetus, that the Lows ee 
by us to ſave ut mY But, Wer e Abet; | 

2. From the cafe of S.. Peter-i6 arther 
mou that we muſt neceſſarily 
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watch: unto; prayer, „ that we Enter not FIR 
temptation, and fall by it. But watching 
unto pray er (as they.koowovho. would pry}; 


| is'not__leſs:contrary:to: the fleſb, 3 
pProfitable to the ſpirit. Alas l 4d yo 
are aiming to be chriſlians indeed * 
How ſoon do raur hands bang) downogu; 
teal-decaygidur:defines abate, ur ey clvf; 


upan the gloriuus things of God and eh 


nity] when ve do: (but even ſlacken a, little 


3 meditation and prayer: Then, 
L-ſay;* you- bn know. yourſelves, - Kno, 


that your ſouls are unarmed, that you find 
yourſelves unfit to fight the Lord's battles, 
yea hardly are able to defend yourfe 


4 1 
: ds . 


Faith faulters, hops languiſhes, love wazes 


cold. I Why then, ah why ds we not wrelile 


with'Godrin this reſpe&t more-than we. do. 
Raki Spiritual: meditation and prayerdi ls 
therenorw tauſe:? Does not ſin Rand HH 
door?! Ist not fatan alfo nebdy, the oh 
abundant in ſnares, and the fleſh ;prepy 
to. join thee ? God will have us on dur 
knees, and if our wants will not bring ut 
befors hirn, bo aſſurod, if ure baye hope, in 
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need, muck hedSeficaiee; bur L 
But do not vthiſtakey me, l hd D 
nore burda moo hut of Keine | 
earne ſineſs, dvd abiding! : 


priyers7 But age, 10d. e cf ids 
pier linings mans” 


e dert nad 


God,” no feebtherawthd qeahtion}'c Takes 
dale Hey ow hbargt: frick-obr;Dbtd, vr 
12 — I Ad:youtberthe 
word? iti hardefHnVõονπα]ãꝙ or etheryile: 
Wh Antec ee e 
—— 'as well as! [efewhere, 
iiſibly hakdenbdby 1 Why dorthe threat» 
euect judgments of God, evenitholn of st 


ral damnation; no more, tio Towger, & but 
little move them? Why are they; come £0 


that height, to -caſt: tbe commande of Hd x 


behind: them without fear. anch ſo/ to liye.as 
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they liſt, oy” they-had no accgun m 
| The reaſdn i 18, that. becauſe God hath call 


| his hand apd+yo. man regarded; th 
he has left them, as a juſt . 
eat of the fruit gf their on way, and by 
Killed. with the fruit of their own: device an be 
1 once moxe % 9161071 foo! an? _ 
. We ſhould, |garn)from the gaſe oh 
en to avoidnall needleſs, temptation 
hen we arfrg o earefnl avoid them n ; 
f are certainly the brink of ſon 2 
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wounfipg fg. vita ſure: fign-pbat y 
g ik. pad chaten ont; carelgſ 
Fallen M., And Shay She: 
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plead the bavkilefſneſ of a ning which may 
be danger to thefoul;*is ever tlie very 
way of the caréleftl. 4 W hat hafim is there, 
ſopithey, int Tach #drel8) book! Emu m efit; 


cinþany] Wye oF pending” 26 5 me 8 
hough.ech of them i their türh, it 'tnd y ; 
be, ary 8 7 1 


of the invetrate corr 
uman bent. I; NEU refs 
of God They wi hourly carcfal't 
reſerve the dess neh riy, d "= 
ity of their mind by keeping far But R 
anger. And in troth*thdy- neveb db rim 
eedleſsly into the way ef it, till in their 
fouls * y ſuffered damag ge, 
Let e the paſt are aff 
at are Aus, oe wm 
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5 erstes ü rbenn g it well, ve H 
alon to believe (Cod. will Keep us; but 
here is nb reaſon Why we Mobl expe to 
e kept of God, When we do not even 
baneſtly aim (in and by take) to. Keek ut 
ſelyes. — e ei Pla, oe 
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falls of God's people, as alſo thoſe of © 

the unconverted: And hence to diſcover' 
how and in what manner the falls of Be. — 
levers are made conducive, to their more 
perfect eſtabliſhment. . 2 And. thoſe, of. alt 2 
others, to thei great hardneſs, . heart, 
Now therefore, 


Firſt,, Wherags, lel-canfidence ini peter 
{to take up oup} format inſtance), had. be- 
gotten an inſygbbility. to he rd Ghai _ 
now gives it pom ers and jake the heart 
diſpoſed to receiva it. Befggeihis fall, Peter, 
all ſelf- ſuffi rat, hada not am car to hear 
he moſt; preſſing capoitalztions on, M- 
vgs, v hut y mO u Hef was Mn. 
" The Lord. tan an laeRed den Peter. 

That Jook wag;ſyffigiengoti6 funk. into his 
heart; it: came, inte hisſoub likes dagger: 
he was Anme and ne St he was 
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the heart. In the.caſe of Davide — 
grievous fall xei 2 t 
rery conſiderable ſpace Af time. u uhich he : 
* übte and without any ſpi- 
N Titual 
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Nay, can it be ſuppoſed that they had lol 
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nel Aae e ee the 1 
comes, it is always in ſuch a way and man. 
ner, asfully to convince the ſoul it proceed, 
from the Spirit of God. Why was not 
David brought ſooner than the ſpace. of 
many: months to a thought of himſelf? and 


why. was not Peter alſo after the firſt and 
| ſecond denial, as well as after the third? 


their common reaſon and ſenſes ?: Can it. be 

thought, that David did not know all the 

while that murder and. adultery ere ſins! 

or that Peter; after his firſt and ſecand de. 
nial, was perſuaded that he was then doing 
nothing amiſs ? We cannot admit or ſuppol 
this: No; but whatever knowledge they 
had of their duty, and whatever reproofſ 
from the word of God (and no doubt in all 
that time David had often heard the won 
of God, and had been no more without his! 
warnings than Peter); yet, I ſay; till il 
Spirit of Chriſt came and ſet their ſins home 
upon their hearts, neither their knowledge 
no, nor yet the word, had any the leaf 
power; but they lay altogether inſenſibla 
and dead to ſpiritual feeling. We ſee, thety 
that! the e ol believers after. help * 
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js purely by Chriſt, and that the firſt: lep 
he takes to effect it, is to remove their in- 
ſenſibility under and to his word. Where- 


_ this being happily effected, his. 3 
Second proceeding is, freely to plead 


ſtances, aggravations; and cauſes ;'and hergs. 1 
by brings the ſoul out from that ſlothful i in- 
adivity in which it: lad before been lying. „ 


his people; is: alſo: always AireMly* or indi- . 
realy by means of his word. Peter e 

membered the words of Jeſus, how he faid . 
unto him, before the cock eto thou. Din 
deny me thrice,” And we find thig: fame = 
plading more largely, executed by :Nafha Ibo 
rob Hie Di vid- Sa Thü En L- : 


9 * 


| — Tfrael: T anointed: 


the hand of Saul; and 1 gave thee thy 
waſter's houſe, and thy maſter's wives into 
thy boſom: and if that had been too little, 
1 would moreover have given thee ſuch and 
ſuch things; wherefore then haſt thou de- 
ſpiſed the commandment of the Lord to do 
eril in his acht Thou haſt killed Uriah 50 
N 2 thy” 


By their conſciences.. He ſets their 2 Donn 
before them ſhews it in all its circum- 3 


And this pleading of God With the minds, _ 


king over Faelle and delivered thee Gut -of | 
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the Hittite with the ſword of the children of 
Ammon.” _ 
- Thus cloſely doth Chriſt, as their Head 
or Huſband; plead ſtrictly with the ſouls v 
his people; ſetting their iniquities in order 
before them; marking out the aggravation 
of them as done againſt paſt mercies ; and 
ſhewing them the evil and ſinfulneſs of each 
particular and perſonal tranſgreſſion; elpe- 
cially as all are traced up to corrupted n. 
ture, the fountain head out of which the fin 
originally ifſued; as David in his caſe e 
preſsly owned and acknowledged: BS 
ſaith he, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and i 
fin did my mother conceive m T hi 
was the enemy which ſtrove within bin 
and prevailed againſt him. And hence 
therefore, the heart being thus brought toi 
quick ſenſe of ſin, and the fin 0 it 
its proper colours, follows, 
Thirdly, Godly forrow for Girl, 4 ve Peter 
went out and wept bitterly.” He coull 
not contain himſelf ; his heart was big wit 
grief; he ſought in what place he might give 
free vent to his ſorrow, and went out thit 
he might bewail himſelf alone before God. 


| But now a little n more particularly; where- 
| | for 
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thereby to, 5 ; ö 
crimes extremel yt pain ful to him on due re- 
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fore did peter weep 7 He wept betauſe he £ 6 
felt his Lord's divine diſpleaſure: : A child 


| who knows his father's love, cannot but feel 


when he lies under his diſpleaſure. Guilt 
for the preſent had deſtroyed his comfort 


in God. But that was not the ſum; his in- : 7 : 
gratude in denying ſo dear, ſo affectionate, 5 
fo good à Maſter, ſtung him to the heart; 


bis diſloyalty ton in denying: him aftar ſo 


many proteſtations nd his unkindneſss 1 


allo in deny ing bim at ſuch a;critical trying - 
tine to which. add the great injury done 
his honor. anddꝭ intereſt, were each 


fllection. „What was. his denial, but ow ning 5 
him in fact to be a malefactor, and giving: 8 
practical conſent to what his enemies Were _ 
doing againſt⸗ him e The baſeneſs of it alſo bf 
was fitreogly: preſent to his mind; to 
deny him through fear, and that of: a poor 

ſervant maid.. Views, like theſe, were they, 
which made Peter mourn. bitterly, And 
what think you. did he now judge of his own 
over-weening . ſelf-confidence ; ; would he 
ever, do you imagine, truſt his own. heart 

any more Oh. to how low, and how. hu- 


miliating g ; degree , -Were | his proud looks 
8 N. 8. ee ke 
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brought and how deeply was he now mide 
ſenſible; that it could only be a power: from 
on high which could dg him again to 
own the name of Chriſt! Peter Ern 
went out, and in penitent bitterneſs of ſpi- 
rit, opened his grief before God. The 
children of God, when overtaken at any 
time in fin, do not in proud deſpair ike the 
wicked, fly from God, but to him in con- 
ſcious ſhame. And what then-is Mr con- | 
fequehtce I The apoſile informs us; © This 
felf.ſame thing, faith. he, that ye ow 
after a godly fort; hat earefulrieſs* it 
romght in yon,“ to forſake the fin into 
which ye had fallen —“ Yea what clearing 
of poutſelves“ from the' gujlt of it, by 
fincoere confeſſion! to God, and earneſt ſup- 
plication for merey: * Yea what indigun- 
tion” againſt yourſelves, on account of the 
chings which ye had done! © Yea what fear" 
of falling again into the like tranſgrefſioh! 
«Yea what vehement deſire“ of returning 
to and pleaſing God! Vea what zeal” in 
his fervice! * Yea what revenge“ upon 
yourſelves — luſts that had brought 
you into this evil! Or, if you will ſee more 
clearly, if pofſible, the true godly: mourns 


HE nN EN = - 
ing. of the believing foul after having fal- 
len into ſin, you may find it largely ex- 
emplified 1 in the 31ſt Plalm ;- where David, 

in the ſpirit and ſetife of his tranſgreſſion; . - 
reſpecting Uriah, lays open bis whole heart 
before God, bege for mercy, and pleads for 
nothing but merey: Have merey wpott- 
me, ſaith he, O God, according. to thy 1ov- 
ing kindneſs; according to the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my tranſgreſ- 
ſions.“ And as he begs this wih earneſt- 
neſs, ſo, from the deepeſt ſenfe of his ] n 
rilenefs, in the moſt piercing remembrance 

of his ſin; in the mot affecting diſcovery of 


e 
5 8 
4 
- 
BY, 
2 
of 
7 
0 
3 
? 


= 
44 

. % 
= 

1 


and in the cleareſt ſenſe of his having ineur- 
red his deſerved wrath, he adds, I acs- 
knowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my En is - 
ever before me.. Againſt thee only have I: 
ſinned and done this evil in thy fight ; that 
thou mighteſt be juſtified when thouſpeakeſt, ; 
and clear when thou judgeſt.“ Neither 
doth he in any meaſure reſt in che outſide 
only, but he is led into the very bottom of © 
his heart; the very fountain of his ſin is 
laid open before him, while he thus ſues for 


— confeſſes his iniquities, * A 
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the diſhonor that he had done to God by it, 


parts: and in the hidden part thou ſhalt 
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god in his judgments againſt him: © Be- 
hold, ſaith he, IL was. ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in ſin did my mother conceive me. Be- 
hold thou xequireſt- truth in the inward 


make me to know'wiſdom.”” And now, 
is exceeding]y natural to a ſoul like his, big 
with diſtreſs, and penetrated with-theſenſe 
'a great variety of wants, his prayer 
irregular; and by turns he begs forgivench, 
comfort, grace, renovation, and the im- 
mediate ſenſe of God's preſence, as his need 
of the one ox the other of theſe pręſented it, 
8 ſelf to his ſoul; . and in the aſking oh them, 


you will find at the ; bottom. Qrong 


1 of. faith, ardent purpoſes of Sn, to the 


glory of God, and longing. deſire of the 
proſperity and increaſe of God's people. 
Thus, then, it is that the ſervants ol 
-Ghrift are brought to. godly ſorrow. and 
thence humbly. to return to God after their 


falle into ſin; and judge then, if it doth not 


by theſe means advance in them, a: clear 
nad. Seen. knowledge of the „Koln and 
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rence of God 8 judgments; increafing value 
for the blood of Chriſt; and a daily habi- 
tual tenderneſs of conſcience in walking 
more cloſely with God; and if ſo, can it be 
doubted, whether the great arid: good Head- 
of the church doth. not make the very falls 
of his en 7 eee. 
fcation? 1h 171 

But _ oct, baus one may r. 
Why, truly, I have had falls 1040 in, 
but L have not found all this good from 
them, of which you have been ſpraking-”” | 
This may be likely, very likely, but then 
what was the cauſe of it? Conſider, did v½ 
not quench the Spirit? How, you will ſay? 
Why, after your falls, there was no fmall - © 
ſtir and cominotion in your conſeienee a- 
bout it: this you allow but then I ſay, 
you did not fufficiently fubmit to it; you 
did not give ſo humble an ear as you ought 
to the remonſtrance and pleading which the 
Spirit would have made about:the matter; 
you ſtopped him ſhort; grew ſecure too 
haſtily ; you did not allow time for ſelf- 
enquiry and humiliation; nor ſet yourſelf - 
with immediate diligence to ſeek God in 
prayer and confeſſion. It is evident to all, 

. | : and, 
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and, as a chriſtian, it cannot be nid ah 


yourſelf, that your profiting by any fall,” 
ean only be in proportion to your humilia. 
tion for it: ſo that if you have not received 


in a caſe, the good you might from your 


c nnot, as a chriſtian, be | 


it would have done h 
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is juſt #2” for thig:were in the higheſt degre 


ee God. How can you expect, hi 

bleſling, when you ſet-yourſelf induftrioully | 

to in _ affront, -and-diſhonour him 
but a regenerate man cannot do this: 
He thatisbo n ag cannot fin, becauſe 


Nay, b u 
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fall. it was: not owing to Chriſt's! want of 

te, bu t your own: want. of 3 
You» be 1gnorant; 
7 that in: all caſey. you muſt £4. work-together 
wich him 3 and if when he calls you v 
| donothearken, it: mu ſt neoeſſarily de, that 
his call cannot be 8 to do the! Tervice- 
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te is born of God; ” he. cannot 1 fa _ 


chuſe to ſin on any account whatſoever 
and in- 


vhen he does ſim it is by Tuvprize 
brmity ; and in that caſe the faithful God 


W recovers him again but then it 
is ever, I am apt to believe, and invariably; 
by the. moſt ſevere diſcipline. + Ttis'poflible, 
ae, ſome awakened, but ancqnverted 
INK, cthat.wore he to fall in- 
o ſome. grievous fin, it: would een 


3 may tl 


jnmble kim; but this. is all in the 


able ignorance of his want of ahis divine 7g 
n 
We have now ſeen what dotiows after: the 
falls of God's people z let us now, on the 
other hand, -;examine a little what enſues 5 | 


grace, and in * 


Pride, of an -unbroke 
ſpirit: 6 np toons 


the ſins of the un 


caſe of Judas teach ug, has if it pleaſes God, 


ve may learn the difference. benen dang 

and the other; And. 
Furſt, aa ne have bebe hen 
not gallings of conſcience after fin. If they 
have not; if by habit of ſinning, andiong” 
oppoſition to. the remonſtrances of their 
minds, they are paſt feeling; this looks 
n like a ** of n. and as 
K 
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if they: were given over to work all un 
neſs wig: greedineſs: Dreadful 
indeed to be ſealed up to everlaſting” ham. 
ings, and to fk under the power of that 

moſt dreadful 

20 all its terrors1 and yet, where; men art 


ſo much hardengd., in ſin, as to feel, eyen 


nothing after committing it, certain it is 
that every act of fin hath .an immediate ef. 


felt in them, tq infreaſe;the hardneſs of heart 


as metal beaten on the. anvil grows harder 
there are gallings of 


every ſtroke; but if 

| conſcience, then, according to the om 
of them, they beget that ſorrow of the i" ml 

which worketh death; and this is the 

Second effect of an unregenerate man's 
*falling into fin. A natural and unzegene. 
rate man hath neither faith nor love, for it i 
faith that worketh by love“ chem 
ſtitutes a regenerate man. Nom, therefore 


the natural and unregenerate man being 


without theſe principles of faith and love, 
when his conſcience rebukes him on account 


godly for, 


of fin, he cannot ſorrow after a. 


but his grief is of that kind which the apoſii 


Calls «ſorrow that worketh. death: : for it 
| ills him with deadly nn. * 
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forerunner of it, inſenſibility 


= 
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and increaſing bitterneſs of dos unk. Now - 
ſometimes this lafts but” for a little Tpace, 
y in forg Inefs — 
ed by one Ur hdr Wörldly bject 
ing the mind; but at other Bes ow 
when ſome judgment of God (ſurh as e Ker. 
neſs, diſeaſe, Frievius crofles, Accidents, or 
circumſtan ces) falls in with it; it CD 
upon the ſpirit tears it, as it were, in pieces z 
ind fiuce, is 1 have ſald, thrs* che rant of > 
faith and fovE, ifcairior Have ilfiie the rig 
way ; It drives on t& deſpe 
ing peace, as well as the poor foulitan which 
lappens to be exefeiſed By it, eicher in 
com pany, or buſineſs, & plegſure, or : 
drunketitiefs;” or other ſüch forge ful me- 
thods, and which is the commdùn courſe wit 
the moſt, though ſometimes, more rardly, 
it may forte the man, through madrieſs er 
age of grief, to put u violent end to life, ab 
was the cale with Ahitophel and Judas. x 
And now; therefore, let any one deter- 
mine, whether there be not infinite differ. 
ence between what follows upon the fins of 
regenerate and. utiregenerate perſons ;-atid 
whether, while the one by their falls are 
dran nearer to God in true repentarice, 
O — nn 


: rats cotitles, Sek 


} 
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evil world; ſufferings for righteouſneſs "[ake; 


into fir, ' are bg nal means, "ict 58e 


_ ourſelves may be ſenfible of it, Cbril ule; 


| fin, Happy, happy they, who have put 
themſelves under his care! He cleanſe; 


them from their guilt, and clothes them 
; with nis righteouſneſs, and is carefully and 
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to ae ; e 1: 6 Fea: Un; 


converted, in this caſe, have the leaſt ground 


to take comfort from —_—_ the miſcarriag a 


of the people of God? 55 OY, 
$ 22 Aj 1 188 
g 
peof 1. Ft ve 4 | "you 50 1 5 at Chril 
95 0 rs Ader kee 


life; the trouble arifirig from. vifg Wa all 


the very temptations of ſatan, and 'thoſe 
eſpecially which have moſt of, hell in them; 
the ſevereſt trials of grace ; "and "eve 


little a blind ond 1 may believe i t. or we 


to promote in believers the growth of holi- 
neſs, and to mortify in them the body d 


oy 


i 
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daily adding to their meetneſs for the inhe- | 
itance of the ſaints in light. Ah, happy, * 

repeat it, © yea bleſſed are the people who - 

are in ſuch a caſe ! Who can ſay they are 
not bleſſed, when the Lord, in whom they 
ruſt, turns their very curſes into-bleflings ! 
But how deplorable then is the ſad con- 
dition of thoſe who will not have Chriſt to 
ule over them I who, by a miſerable infa- 
tation, are not- only forſaking their own 
future mercies, but alſo daily turning their 
daily bleſſings, either into a cuvſe ora ſnare! 
yet this is the wiſdom, the boaſted wiſdom 
of this world; We muſt become fools if we 
would be wiſe,. and readily give up all fora 
crucified Maſter, elſe we are wretched here, 
ind alas, who can tell how much more 
wretched we all be hereafter l May the 
Lord grant t that none here may know it by 
0 own moſt at ene. o b 


* 3 4, ** 


Amen. Amen. 
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SERMON X. 


* 


8 An he ſhall Gt as a eine and a Purifier 


of ſilver: and he ſhall purify the ſons of 


Levi, and purge them as gold and ſilver; 
* that they may offer unto the Eord'an of. 
 feringi in righteouſneſs,” Mal. Il. 3. A 


* perſon here ſpoken of is Chrift, as 
appears from the firſt verſe ; where he 
is deſcribed as having his fore-runner ſent 
before him, and alſo by his proper title; 
« The Lord, the Angel, or Meſſenger of 


the covenant, In the text a moſt import 
ant. branch of Chriſt's boly mediatorial of. 


fice is declared to us; in the which he is 


compared to a refiner of metals, as, by Vas 
rious operations, he purges and purifies hit 
people from all baſe mixtures and earthly 
impurities, til] he purely refines and reduce: 


them to their proper and moſt Pr 


ſtandard. 
ZBut he is here ſaid ointicetuly to © ſit as 
a refiner to purify the ſons of Levi.“ The 


ſons of Levi, you may remember, among. 


the Jews, were peculiarly ſet apart to the 


ſervice 


, 
— 6 —— 1 1 4 go 
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ſervice of God'; and ſo do very aptly repre- | 

ſent, to the end of time, God's choſen prieſt- 
hood, as the apoſtle calls true chriſtians. _ 
Orer theſe then + ts as 2 a 9 10 urge 
ther! rom wn oh il „el cn "tat 
foally 1 10 bf 5 e f 1 ca. To 


e 6a apts u ne ; : 
er, tet refofe Alfectt, — much | 
ch 


chick the 297 8 1 
Wh 98511 e 1 S nie wah 4 x | 
96 work of „Ar ne UN 5 1 I ſo, 5 = 
I G3 1 9 erika Er ifi And, 5 
= in this 1 he he brings them TE. 

into Fil Be circumſt RanFes as A are beſt ſuited for ; 


moving ctr Faces, nd. for mop tifying ; 
their © rruptions:. We may not, as chriſ- 
tans, | Piat that any, thing f falls « out. to us by 
1 but'it becomes us to be perpetual- 
ſenſible that every | the inuteſt circym- 
How attending us, is Ander a divine d direc- 

tion, and that in the niceſt exactneſs with 

the wants of our ſouls. Thoſe who have 
their ſenſes exerciſed to a ſpiritual diſcern- 
nent of the ways of providence, clearly diſ- 

cover this in paſt diſpenſations, and they 
ke it with admiration and thankfulneſs. 

4 Hoy wiſely and how nn, will one 
1 af 
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0 theſe b was ſuch a diſpenſation ads; 
| lated to meet with the deſire of man's eſteem, 
the pride of life, the love of eaſe, the ſchemes 
of honour or intereſt, all which my fond 
and fooliſh heart had conceived.”” And 
you will not therefore wonder if ſuch an 


enlightened ſoul ſhould draw from hence 
the ſtrongeſt arguments for preſent refigna- 
tion and thankfulneſs, under every preſling 
temptation'or trial, ſaying, * 1 know, for 
J have been taught by repeated experience, 


that this alſo _ work for 1 RE bg 


which alſo add, 
Secondly, When the Head of the Church 


hath thus brought his people into ſuch cir- 


cumſtances as are beſt fuited to his purpoſe 
for improving their graces, and for mortify- 
ing their corruptions, he takes occafion by 


theſe circumſtances to ſhew them the weak- 


neſs of the one,” and the ſtrength of the 


Other. Metals, however they may appear 
in the ore, have their droſs and impurities; 


it is the furnace alone that muſt prove them. 
And of grace it muſt be ſaid, as of metals: 


The fire ſhall try every man's work, of 
what ſort it is. So, as inſtruments in God's 
hand, ſatan taught Job his impatienoe | 

Saul 


: - ”_— 25 ö 1 E | — | ; 
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Sul taught David his Diſtruſt of Goc 
and the high-prieſt's ſervants taught Peter 
his ſhame and fear, Whenthe trial comes; 
the thoughts of our hearts are mad mani- 


o our humbling, if truly chriſtians, that 
ve have not that faith in God, love towards 
him, truſt. in him, or concern for him, to 
which in the days of our eaſe. and freedom 
from preſſings trials, we were ready, it may 

be, to fancy we had attained. And this i is 
the method which Chriſt takes to ſhew us 
dur proper ſelves; . by which method he 
draws out to view as occaſion is, either our 

covetouſneſs, or our love of eaſe, or of life, 

or of man's eſteem ; our pride, ſelfiſhneſs, 

or our carnal mindedneſs ; our want of faith 

or hope, or charity. 

Thus it is, that by peculiar circumſtances 
ſuited to the caſes-of their ſouls, Chriſt evi-- 
dently ſhews to his people the weakneſs of. 
their graces, and the. power of: their or. 
ruptiqns :. But then, 

Thirdly, Theſe his diſpenſations (and* 
vinch is chiefly: to be noted) are always: ſo 
ordered, that bis people cannot poffiblyx 


mintain a * cee but by vigo- 
AY 


ſt,” of what ſort they are. Then we find! 
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rouſly exerting th ir graces on bee one Sh 
and-by Rrenuouſly oppofing their corrup. 
tions on the other. Thus, for inſtance, the 
prophet 'Fonah was commande d d to de 
Ninevites with a meſſage from ihodi My 
zabie chem; Anden atten 50 
4 leſb d ee melt Ness bete 12 
— fath bweak and is en be de Ir 
*  inflead of omg he wies up e as t 
eee eee 

tet eſdapei i he eur ce Ni H aN 
gRBurndw, was this follbw ing SU e 
ſtience; 40 ehdeavour by fight tei Ws; 
ing what God eupreſolg badegum def A 
what in the end did he gain by i it 2-Why? as 
 yowmay fee by: the ſtory, it brought him 
into a moſt 'gtievous Alrait ;.-andiafterl df; 
with the wrak faith he had} ond wih Alls 
fears about him, he muſt. go land deter 
* there. a 0 3 
without. directly finnin ſt the divine 
commandment; Arid fo! it is wirh us col 
tinually: the divine diſpenſations; are per- 
petually calling us out to duty; and often 
doing it in ſuch manner, that we cannot de- 
cline without downright fin, yet cannot a@ . 
n _ ſelf-denial, In the way of 
Providence 


en &©6nmn oo . 
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providence you are called upon, as a faith» 
ful believer, to own Chriſt in ſome more. 
extraordinary manner, which-you ſee will 
expoſe you to the Oe or en 
of the world. 


back ad fe: — But: wha — 
do ? The caſe is ſuch, that you cannot de- 
dine hut yon are called to, without poſi 
tively flying in the face of conſcience and 
duty. Or again, you are brought into ſome- 


outward trouble, 3 which your way is 
gain and open . by a little — Gant 


duty, but hedged up, ſtrait and difficult;, 
if you ſtedfaſtly adhere to the will of: God. 
Now here inclination, eaſe, intereſt, ſname, 
and fear of the world, ſtrongly plead for 
compliance, and truſt in God ſingly, is left 
to oppoſe. - You are therefore in a great 
ſtrait; you muſt fin or ſuffer; nor can you 
poſſibly keep a good conſcience, in this caſe, 


without ſuch ſelf-denial as will be to vou 


like cutting off a right band, or plucking 
out a right eye. 

In this manner it is that the Lord Chriſt: 
keeps his people, by the peculiarity of his: 


diſpenſations towards them, at a point with 


| corps : 


# 
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* 


acidigpiions, and brit ngs 
circumſtances. that they 


ſcience, and plainly give up all by «ſin; 


: And Ry believer _ — 


* — e that fs 
only by calling to felf· denying duty, they 
had-a tendency to improve in him the whole 


power of grace, and: mortif dy 
of ſin, but alſo to ſtrengthen that” pee uliar 
grace wich was wolf perde;. and to brin- 


down that particular corruption which, care 
ried its head the c Tock U 1e r 
cious end alſo : | 7 1 3 al 


- Fourthly, When this: Lord Chriſt U 


either ſin 


. by che meaſure juſt mentioned, = 


people, that they NUN 


themſelves; then, in anſwer to their pray ert, 
he gives them grace and ſtrength to do their 
duty, by enabling them to diſplay a mote. 
vigorous exerciſe of faith and ſelf-denial a 
_ cording to the Preſent emergency. 


But now it is certain, that the 1 


God are not always brought to this point 
Arnd For in the s of unb elief. thay. 


th Ts ä 


: fity uſe.the grace they have; and fend 
their duty if they will not wound: their eon. 


N d 25 58 eee, agg. 
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may be Rill for declining duty, and fo bon. 
ing to a compolition upon the. matter more 


Ene rr and blood. So that in- 
lately flying to the throne f 
grace for ſtrength, e may, be, for a ſea- 
ſon, hearkening toten veuforings; and 
bones rng -den eg bod urbidtiubenicrofs. 


ſtead of imme 


hus vu. cc partie lxa dna ini chegiti ff 
:bove .conkdevet)r2ligss) aged v willthg 


ypon'Gad! eee enen | 


Ant iff -figc (Gag rafpectings] oaifeives, . 
the fleſh Will not faib and that loudly) fro 


able kia cb t- M cho allbtrdl. hing lem 
acid ut eben anchor 


clamour againſt the ſtridtneſs of the duty; 


and to plead wh all ns power for i ſparing 


ourſeling101Bubchdigebavig chmlnitted hur 


ſoulstto Chiiſt {aud dhisris te point to be = 
confide red) o ciαi are the object of rare and 
lovej then]! ne way or ather; never fails = 

to brings us td Auty and ſelf-denial at las. 


Jonah dould not 470 faſt from theihEord, 
but he could overtake and bring \himback. 
However unwilling Jonah the prophet of the 
Lord was, no one elſe muſt carry God's 


meſſage to Nineveh. - And juſt ſo it is with 
5 us 
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fare e fat. We muſt en 
mall come to the point where we elitfol 
nay, and oppoſe too that very ru tio 
we were willing to ſpare. me. 
The prophet would not go to Nixeveh; 
we would have our reputation in the world; 
but Jonah, as the prophet of the Lord, 
| hall go to Nineveh, And we, as Chriſt's 
* ſhall ſuffer ſhame for Chriſt's ſabe 


* 


r , ey... AK© 


1 


exerciſe. and wiſcipline. - 8 
ceivable ho fin ſhout 
mortified, rt it De a 
unleſs, under eee the one 
vere oppoſed, and the other called forth in- 
to action. Every exerciſe of grace makes 
ſome addition to its ſtrength; and every 
oppoſition to corruption diminiſhes: ſome- 
what its power, while alſo thoſe exerciſes of - 
111 OOOoN_ 
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grace which are moſt trying are moſt con- 
firming, and thoſe. ſelf-denials which are 
moſt ſevere, do moſt fignally cruc ify the 
body of fin. - However the falſe deyotions 


of Papiſts pan nd. 1 15 roteſtants may have 
cried ups re 357 gs t & Wwe nd, and con- 


: Enemy, 4 7 l * 1 it 107 aa but 
the POTS i ret Hed Tet hoſe who 
have hot faith Ts 7 e's nat 5 * and 
not to be be aſhamed 50 öl; Ohriſt; 
for the "man he dee . ie cin life, 


and by the grace af 4 er maintains his 
ground manfully againſt every kind of temp- 
tation and ſuffering, will of the two, be 
found incomparably the moſt like his Maſter, 
And if any man yet doubt of this, let him 
look to the © glorious company of the 
apoſtles, the goodly fellowſhip of the pro. 
phets, the noble army of martyrs,” and 
their example, it is to be hoped, will fully 
confirm him ; the fact i in truth being, that 
thexe is nothing more diſhonourabſe ina 
chriſtian. than hiding the head, Kone 
mare; contrary to the Hitit of the g goſpel 

any thing more deſtructive of real = 


1 ſpiritua] improvement. 7 . 
{pap the whole, before we full conclu 
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it t may 1 85 7 440 mate an bn tie or | 
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1 ee. preſent 
12 in itt trials we 
nd of God as 
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due 1 improvement E a quiet Tae 
under it. This is. one thing I would wiſh 


- ſhould be . And another is, 


2. That as we hope for the ſpiritual im- 


] provement intended, we- muſt be ſtedfaſt in 


P2 | duty 


/ 


hy, 
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duty as the caſd inay happen to be. 4 4 Ve 
muſt well conſider what the Lord would 
have us do, and then, in oppoſition to our. 
ſelves. ſteadily put ferth our ſtrength to 
do it. To lep aſide from the way of duty, 
is at once to ſurrender ourſelves into the 
hands of our luſts; but to cleave ſtedfaſtly 
to iti is tolbring'oar-luſts into greater ſub- 
jection, and t6cgain fore. gextain addition 
to the power c of gdf ineſs. Earneſtly pray, 
therefore, in every tiial, „that your faith 
fail not;“ that, at all events, you may be 
enabled to ſtand to your duty, and may be in 
no de e hu red by the ſtriv- 
ings p e e tc e Do this, 
and then every trial ind. trouble will take 
from ſin— add to grace in ren more 
"Prepare you for glory 

Thus much, then, of the mange in 


which 


| | the Lord Chriſt proceeds in his work of putz 


ing and purifying the hearts of his people. 

May the good Lord grant that we may make 
our profiting by it appear, to "our preſent 
good improvement, and to our ſuture abun- 
dant confidence; for ſurely © not one word 
ſhall return void of all that the Lord hath 


ſpoken !“ Amen. 
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tence and his abſolute dependenc 
God. at all times. „His ———— 
rant of theſe matters, has a very malignant ih. 

' uence on his mind and conduct, fo es 
| him proud and ſelf-ſufficient, it cauſes: him 
to forget God, and to act as if he were en- 
1 tirely inde it 
men until nene ale ol Goch and e 
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every moment dependent upon God, 
1 cannot in fag! w ichqut him ſo mh s, 
think @ good thought Vet he is: naturally: 


in a flate of deplorable ignorance and in- 
ſenſibility with regazd+to his extreme inen 


epgndent of h 


en dycd 
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endued with a mieakirs of that wiſdom whictr. 
is from above. But it requires many morti- 
fying leſſons, much humbling inſtruttion in 
order to bring them to ſee things ina true 
and proper light. It is, generally ſpeaking, 
a conſiderable ſpace of time beför they-duly 


apprehend or perceive their own utter 
emptineſs and inability, and God's fullneſs. 
nd all-ſuffitienty, U6E 31e Dade fing to 
aſcribe the wh&te' glery” of? Hlvhtion? to b 
viſdom, power, and Frasel 12 
Humbling as it may be to our Pede DP! 
ranity, we have nothing which we can- pro- 
perly call our gun bat fin, and that is. in a 


peculiar appropliate}ſonſo:our own - It is 


affuredly rot 66468 heneitHer is, nor 
zelt cs. be} Gither! dhe alithor, or the 
oſtle in the 
context, it 26 mn ny, When he is 


cauſe of it. Rene ſay vile ax 


ewptech ro Ef vemprede bf Ged, for God 
canngt de teme SichlevitÞneither temp- 
teth hen ay man, A. e. as the devil 


does EO commit any wickedneſs or fin. 


And then after deſeribing in a clear manner 
the riſe, progrels, and iſſue of temptation, 
and warning them againſt running into er- 


neous opinions"as to the Jourey' and cauſe 2 
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1s "Np he proceeds to. point out, in the 
text, what adualhy, and What on, come: 
or can come from 'Gotj whom he nehlatac- 
teriſes 4s 4 perfecily pufer uttvarying*i 
mütable Being e RVer y, Gr Ta. 
A Wha Ten 1 6p6feinÞ His" Bifedugtc 
£ is, td illlfrate 2 unföree the > frietthn 
trutlfntaited in theſe words, Gniardedtha 
we may be truly hümbleck whlltwlarfanfiol 
our native poverty and. nothingre fz 
may be induedt to placed ar TH dt 
pendehte apSH God; who algtielcanoiapy 
dul Blüm Iser hots, wid Be ſte 10 MU 

1 every! nekdful benefit and bleſſingto 75 
However highly men may value them 
| ſelves on abeount of their comparative exce| 
 lencies; their diſtinguiſhed abilities; er the 
eminent 22 neee 4 auen 
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"Every unty of providerice „eve 
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+ our nature in knowledge and holinefs,'{s fron 
above; and therefore is not from a man 
bow fromthe creature, or from below, bu 
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boaſting wuſt he e vded;j.and divine oe” 
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men: but as a matter. ff Cee tu 
gift. 11 x Avent to reh g kl r 
50 8 s ſabje,, weiball ing he to 
ſpeaks tha. James langue Ind, mainz i c: 


tze very ſaws ing; of. doſtrine. ig Hd. 
as he. Bache nd es ic. 
* John V5.4 $5" Be Ao , Ade 
forfeited alb right and title to this inetitmabi 
bleſ6ng, and by half Get Barlanala Pelle 


ance, as being at heſij | 
below eee wanne 


of G0 . aigdeze Rursee 
thin chnnagls 


N; 
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| becamarnyrla 4a obgkte t 
3s; a.miftakeiofia very ng grade org 


: peace 3 
and proeured 2 life 35 c 
tained by ſinful men in. no other x ; or 
manner, than as the abſolutely free gift .of 
God through our divine Redeemer. As this 
is actually the caſe, let none oppoſe God 


e erde their own ſouls, by refuſing . 
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be indebted to him for the . poſſible 
gift. Rather let them with wan gr: th * 5 
WH tude and thankfulnels, ee ere nunificent' . 
nd gracious overtire, aſeribing 
to him for the amber Hence e e 3 
ceive. ian · s tinꝗ HEN Obligations to God -- 
jo? be gift fra Life Buy! Þ 
| cod Are farther UE on 8. Þ 
hat- what ir is confelſedlly requiſite to ren- 
1 * theet for the vifion-and fraition o ß 
Cod, is plainhy a matter of gift, his debt of J | 
i obligation uf undsubtedl) be Enhanced. 
or fed to a degret QA ach Mp: Sin _ 
has brought rs get Fe na of þ 


and unleſs theſe. Acultie 
denn denen en e 
deadly aud fatal Kd Ant 1 
cerus him t KHD in what way, an dy what 
means, the dual recevery and ſalvation of 
his ſoul nu be effected, and all the miſery 
and bwin nanu on fin be certainly and 
finally avoided; - His duty and — 
loudly and foretbly call upon him to change 
A n heart and nature, to  buwnbls himſelf be 
ns 


that the ie 
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in the Gght of God, for all that he * done 
amiſs, to repent and believe the goſpel, | 
and to yield a hearty unreſerved*ob« 
to all the commands and precepts of - 
Bat. tho” man is bound, by 4 the ire 
motives, to do all theſe things, they wil u 
doybtedly ever beleft undone bis mrs, un in. 
leſs he is renewed in the fpirit of * S m 

by a ſupernatural agency, is effectualhy 5 
clined and enabled by God naler: 0 . 
form ſuch acts of < dedience und pre A Ke 


are Ghligabuepr andi I 2 ing: 
ters of real indeſpen ſibe 
highly necefſary to unberſtam aritbelieyt 
that they are bh of chew repreſentell 

| Teens, as the free Goc. 2 
2 of - biet ˖ 


orprafliſe Sheng; unleſs rg Bade receiv 
them. from abeve. If, then, we Rok of 
new heart and a new: nature, of  unfer; 
repentance, of ſaving faith, of era on 
&c- we are abundantly warranted to: fay, «all 
theſe n are * God, * they are 19 ifts, 
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and they have no exiſtence among men, un- 
til they actually receive them from him. 
nfſpeakably indebted to God are all 
his children; becauſe whatever he requires 
of them in the -way of duty, he graciouſly 
promiſes that he himſelf will do it fot 
them, and adored, be his goodneſs, he 
never fails them in this reſpett. Let us 
place. this matter in a i feriptural point of 
view, and we Ghall e it i 24 clear and | 
firiking light. And, 
1. Becauſe the * is RT 
hard, deceitful ang deſperat ly wicked, Go 
expreſsly injoihs men to 1 a ne 
heart and a new \pirit,”* rel. xviii. 31. 
This, then, is plainly en duty, atid 
if they do not a@ accordingly, if they negle& 
to do this thing which God commands them 
to do, their di obedience makes them beyond 

a doubt bighly culpable, and juſtly puniſh- 
able. That this may not be the cafe with tlie 
children of God, that they may be delivered 
from the effects of fin and diſobedience, ant 
may not be condemned with the reſt of the 
world, God graciouſly turns their duty into 
a matter of privilege. Hear and duly con- 
fider what he ſays on this ſubject. 41 will 
give 
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1 give them one he cart, and I will put a Ho 
I ſpirit within you ; and I will take the flo) 

| | heart out © t of their fleſh, and I vin give the 

i an. heart of Meu" Teel. x1. "49; 9 Heh 
lt 3s plain, chat; a right” adh deco fas 
| | | of mind, A ew \pirit, a relentinig Peflitert 
i heart, are not of man's producing, 'Þut! they 
are purely the effeQs of a divine ag ney br 


5 operations Again, Ay ie io ports 
| | . Becky ſe men have baſely finabd 
AR God, have offended and provoked 


him by a diſobedient conduR, and Babe re- 
nounced their due allegiance , to him; He 

* now,” on theſe accounts, command 
all men every where to repent; . 
to change the ſtate and frame of {HV mitch 

* and to alter and amend the tenor and Eckie 
>a their future conduct. As this 18 Sthe 
caſe, it cannot be diſputed, that it 3s: highly 
incumbent upon them to do and act acbord- 
ingly. Indeed few will directly and flatly 
deny either the neceſſity or the importance 
of repentance. Conſcious of having devi- 
ated, in many inſtances, from the known 
rules of duty and obedience, and of having 
committed many ſins, —moſt men perceiye 
it needfal, and even think it very proper to 
— 


2 ——— — — wo 


ona B 1 '6 L 


2 Ed 


mediate. duty, with Qut the leaft-d 
keignedly to repent,, and, for neglecting r 
omitting, to de this, they enhance not a lit= 
tle their, degree. of guilt and culpability: 
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repent: they therefore propoſe to commence 
true penitents ſometime or, other before 
they die. eee e repentance is a 


ES 


matter entirely within the; ſphere , of | their 


own. ability, and find ing 'themſelyes . indi 1 
poſed to the preſent exerciſe of i it, Br, are | 
too prone to entertain the deceit! idea 
of poſtponing or pytting) it off to as late 
a period of life as poſſible, Hence, old 
age, a ſickr bed, or a near vidble p roſpett 
of death, are the; ſrafags; uſually 5 poſed 
for ſetting. about the performance Th this 


highly requiſite. and important, work. But 


ſuch Appgobenſions, are ay fully delufive— 
they betray... ſuper latiyxe IgnOxance,. ' folly, 


and impiety. As. nners, it is mens im- 
lay, r 


It is, howeyer, abundantly plain from tle 
ſcriptures, t that tho?,, repentance be man's 


duly, it is the gift of God our Saviour, and 
until. he beſtows it upon men, they evade 


it and never put it in practice. 
In. proof of what I have here ſaid, in yy 


foe to repentance being a divine donation 
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sr giſt, J would direct 


tion to the e 
preaching Chriſt to 


cernin im in "Yee FW - ths | i 
hath 8 e a Hane 10 b 
2 Prince 2091 4 Savicuf, for to bie 5 en- 
tance to Tliael,“ £ '&c. 45 1 AN 
plain, declaration, . in fore i W 

3 ildren o ab d. btain e 
it % 4 Kilt copferred, upon, them by Bs 
gracious exalted. By VIQUTp:-: ind as 
»Qually the cals, we malt abandon, the 1d 


your ſerious aten. 
f St., Peter, who, 


of its cor iti By in 0 bf lyati af 
its bein g le =—_ or ene W 
none C: — eee ſc Ar e 
manifelily oppofing an a, epi 1 the 
Steger tefhirmony. o ; Hats, on nad fi 


"doubted matter, bete, N Nor does this yien 
of the matter in the leaſt invalidate wem 
obligation, to repent; it, is certainly, a. dux 
incumbent upon them, and it. is their fault 
and not their misfortane, if they dg wget 
| practiſe i it. Let all true penitents, haweyęn 
be thankful to God, by whoſe grace alone 
they are made to differ from others, and 
from what they themſelves, once WRG 


their natural unconverted date. Let per 
3 ſons 
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al fons of ibis desen gem: 

k their hepptyhus ae 7 

e e 1185 5 hte. 
* Kr By 572 2 75 da 
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; feſſedly of f greg imp Portapce f fo ch Fo 
ni oug ht, it; for very | Ek 11 
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the bf) fen fiptares te 0 2) 1 — 

kit fr is imb blible _ feaſt” God“ —ant 
that * he 128 believeth ſhall be ſaved : but 

he who believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 

It cannot therefore be an inſignificant mat 

ter whether men are true believers or infi- 

dels, whether they are actually endued with | 

faith,” or afe utterly” deſtitute of it, ſeeing »:: 
the confequthce is of ſo reve ka 
Some indeed tell us, it matters not” what 4 
man's creed is, or whether' in reality he Has 
any at all, Provided he is mbrally decent 
and upright in his condutt. But is B'a N 
fallacious notion, a very vain ſurmiſe, e 
ought to be treated as futh by every real 
chriſtian. All true piety ſprings from faith, 
and all acceptable obedience, is plainly the 
obedience of faith; ſo that it is impoſſible 
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the life and conduct ſhould be good, . 
faith the only principle whence. all good 
actions can proceed, is wanting. Were not 


faith of the utmoſt bgnificance, ſqch-exce 
lent chings would not be ſpoken of it in the 


holy ſcriptures, —ſuch wonderful energy 


would not be aſcribed to it, nor would it 
be, ſo ſtrenuouſly urged upon men as a lead- 
ing capital duty. But tho! faith, i, e. a 
real belief or perſuaſion of. the revealed 
will aof God i in. his word, be, plainly: mens: 
duty, it is an ichmediate effe&.of regenera- 
tion, its origin, is divine, and it muſt . he. 
comprehended in the account given by.the 
apoſtle, in our text, © Rvery good gilt, and 
every perſect gift, js from above, and dometh. 

15 own from , the Father-of lights. Faith in 
1 cripture is ſaid to be the gb of God, Lol. 
| Ii. 'B.—of his operation, Gol. ii. 18. —0ur 

| Lord Jeſus is declared. to be its Aut iar and 

Finiſher, Heb. xii. g. And of true,chrils 

tians, St. Paul a affirms that it is given;them 
to believe in Chriſty Phil. i. 29. Tbeſe 
teſtimonies 1 apprehend, fully prove and 
eſtabliſh the point under: conſideration. 
In fine ne,, whateyer i is good comes from God 
it is [52 him that =, holy defiress; all 
good: 


de 10 


08 The conſideratron hab Abel 
and every perfect gift "oth ot 
cometh Yown' from the Fark Gf 


fſfufficie 
out him. 
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good counſels; abd' all juſt works do: pro- 
ceed. And! therefore as reſiding in, or 
having place zmöbg | men; they àre to be: 
confidered ascerνꝭůñt i fron 800, his free | 
ſporitanobnotgh 68 hind te bin, as the author, 
beftower; and ſupporter of them, "the entire 
N glory muſt be aſctibed. . 
Let us now! 'cortlhude! with a few. faitable- 
—_ andiobſervations.”. And,“ -M 
Firſt, From! haf Bas been Tald bn this 
bobs, it id p lalm that fallen fnfltcreathres - 
m_ a gend for gtorying on atcount of 
ny perſoal Worth, 1 "ora attain- 
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abunddahtly ſufßeient 0 quath © "Hoke | 
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& for any thing that is good with 
Humble yourſelf in bi fight. 
and then he wilt not fall to exalt you in due 
tin 3 arneſt Yayer aud ſuppli- 
| cation, 
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theſe Lope, bleſſings, and What muſt! be 
the certain alarming. conſequenee of dying, 


5 without having been brought to a participa- 
tion of them. Such as do ſo, it is abun- 
| dantly "maniſeft; will be confounded when 
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ridly, pe 


davitly evidevt that inſtead of loving, Terv= 

ing, and obeying God as you ought to do: 
you. Are daily fighting and rebelling againſt 
him. By your daring violation of his holy 


1 v impiouſſy inſult and provoke 
7 bin, 
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him, For the dread Majeſty of heaven ven 
have plainly no re ard—he is got f 8 

ene 1 7855 
or conſid deration,, A 
of allJoyeto Bim. Such ch in Jealh it 
2 Date and 1 0 
are < livere tram iy th 
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finners, YORr are xe.qhnoxious, in othe' 1 0 9 
God,, and juſtiy liable 0 his ternible indig- 


natiqm - And fince this.is the calce be Aare, 
that. unleſs e rene eee change, 


ererlaſting miſery and gorment mult by e 
— At preſ t Vn ma) Jaug hat the 
torments of, hell, and the, exquiſite n 
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